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a I ee 4 
- og which have proved so conducive to the com- || coming cra when his beloved country will stand is a movement actually looking to the possibi 
and happiness of the human race,—in such an | apove the nations of the werld, in wi swell | ofa conflict bets e two nations. 
Vergy need ¢ yidition of circumstances, he repeated, as in liberty, and when, from her examole and in- We had diths with Great Bri ‘ ; 
would, i deed, be monstrous, in his opinion, that | fluence, free institutions will be ditfused over t \ : t d v i 
yuntry almost at the end of the earth, and not |) whole surface ef the globe. treaty of 842. W , Was pend sat 
auly so remote, but the tide to which is disputed He trusted that the honorable Senator from ¢ vert 1] wr Ore I snid that it con- 3 
both sides, should become the subject of a war | Michigan would permit these 1 to t } ls of d i than the diseord 
i ee ataahiy inflict on both the disputing over for the pre it; and | wo 1 now ve thi rote }to« . P line the nevotiation, and 
vers the most stupendous and appalling evils. ; their further consideration be postponcd ull to © controversy with re thet : havin 
erely did he hoy that this controve rsv mieht 5 lary | { - d Great Brit ; 
wdiusted without a resort to such an evil. He uestion iken on this motion, it w t | »H ( de in re és 
sted and believed that it would be so. But, HALE t hes ‘ ‘ t] ry nt ¢ < ( ‘ 
wild war come, he would again say, it would be Mr. ALLEN then rose, and spoke as follows: — fenees? They did not vat oul ‘ 
result of the antaronism of « our re publican Mr. Presipentr: | hope the resolutions will pass — rese! of Inquirv to the ve} i 
ciple to the European system of government, |) —pass without the obstruction of a solitary vote. — to the « vy of the det ive me f the Gove 2 
i would be the signal for involving half the Eu- |) The y are resolutions which address grave subj 3° ermment: butt i} vulied the 4 | will and 
in world in the conflict In opposition to thes of iiquiry to the attention of tho committees the nati 1 of asolem ; 
t Dem eratic principles which have infused the | which, by the standing rules of the body, the Sen- — with, | believe, the t Mimous \ ‘the § , 
erous spirit of libert V through ut our [ ion, ate Lis itute with a view of taku c lizance of oft { is 3 And wh MV ther lay 
i made us so great and ree nn er these subjects. Now that these resoluito we ine Let me read its title: * An act etvine to the Presi- i 
It would be gratify! » him if these resolu- || redueed— now thatthey have been brought forward — ‘dent of the United Stat additional powers for ; 
tions were permitte d te 5 lie over for the present. for the act 1 of the Senate and the nation, by ‘the det of the | { states, in certain cases, 
ions and memorials have flowed in upon us being Upon tiv journal of the body, their rejection * ag ist duivaston., and tor other purposes.’* That 
-e an inundation, and the committees to whom it | by the Senate would do more to paralyze the ener- | act irs date 3d March, 1839. One of its pro- 
roposed to refer the various subjects, have not | gies of thus coun ry than any one % thatas with- | y vis, the first one, declares: “The Presideat of 
been appointed. He trusied, therefore, that | in the power of the Senate to perform. ‘Lhe ‘the United States is hereby authorized to resist 
resolutions might lie over, to allow a little resolutions are predic: ted upon the idea that the "any at 4 the put of Great Britain to en- 
ther u ie for reflection. His onl \ obj ection to Stale of our h me ce fen t sin the present as ectoft ‘ft ee DV ari el; s to ¢ ela V¢ d } 
loption of the resolutions, at this time, was.to || our foreien affairs is such as to require that the at- | © over that part of the State of Maine whie] ow 
id that publicity which mi¢ht provoke an addi- | tention of Congre should be turned to the 1 ‘in disput ween the United States and Great 
| exasperation of the public mind—an exas- tional defences. The rejection of these resoluts ~ ‘ Britain: and for purn i { zed to 
ion Whieh it was the duty of every man to |! will not chanve those foreign relations; but will be Seniploy the naval and m ry forees of the Uni- 
c, rather than to ageravate. Whatever was || virtually adeclaration upon the part of the Senate, © ted Stites, and such portions of the militia as h 
-or said on this floor would be sul jected toa that tl ey WE not even prepar for anvemervency ma d in advisalsle to cali inte servi Lor \ “ 
vere scrutiny on the other side of the Atlantic. || that may arise out of our foreign relations. "Then, . the: tion of that act authorizes the eall by the 
very consideration, therefore, should, as he || let me ask, what would be the position of the Uni- |} President of fifty thousand volunteers; and’ ano- 
rht, induce us to act with extreme caution and ted States? Great Britainisa pom rwheose policy, | ther section places $10,000,000 at the discretion of #4 
dseretion. He was entirely willing that we should || as wellas whos¢ enera | hist is known through- || the United States. "Then another seetion eom- tg 
Ww our citizens to Oregon, for the purpose of || out the entire ely ed worl Md and needs not to be) pletes the work, and places the entire military re- ae 
| wing the shield of protection around them. || defined. Great Brit un is a power who conduct sources of the country in the hands of the Presi- i 
le was willing that the President should exhibit |} her negotiations with a fleet upon the coast of the dent. "That was what was done on the 3d day ef a! 
the same sptrit individually, but not territori- | power with whom she negotiates; ever ready to”) March, 1839, in reference to this very Power with ¥ 
;' y, pending the adjustment of the question |) settle questions which cannot be settled by words, whom we are now negotiating, . : 
: dispute hetween the two ecountrie .. Hie SAWw by resorthuig ih practice to the an ent Galiie 1 X It was the act of th Roman Sei ite, on the ap 3 
| uly that a game was being played here which im of « sting a sabre into the seale. "The Uniied proa h of any great national dan rer, to pas i re- y 
msidered unworthy of the dignity of the Aime- || States, as has been very wis ly observed by the lution conferring upon one of the consuls similar ma 
! an character. But he was opposed to anything |) able and greatly experi need Senator from Miehi powers. Under th ystem the consul was armed 4] 
, +h was contemplated to be done, in contraven- || gan, is, by the very circumstances arising out of | with 1 entire monetary and martial forces of x 
i of the treaty of 1828: and he sincerely trusted | our institutions, always unprepared for the terri}! the republic to enable h m to meet the emergency. 1 
the President would not suffer himself to be || emerzency of war. We have no standing army, | In fact he was created a dictator, but for a limited é 
rated on, So as to take anv step which micht in the European sense of th i term, We h ive, th . 2 d int t| ,~ it Was rt witl out some teel- a 
to that result: that he would do nothing which ;; however, a standing nulitia—a nation with a mili- | ings of alarm that | heard this act first read in the ey 
° vht have th effect of recipitatin: 7 us into a con- |) tary organization. Senate, conferring upon the President of the Uni- i 
i t, 80 lor fas the shi ohtest he ype rem ull IS that, b IV The wise obj ct of these resolutions is, to insti- ted States, and, if Im | not, | y the unanwnous 2 
Seer cem m »deration, the ex! suing’ neLo- tute an inquiry into the existing organization of the vote of tl | » power equival nt to these con- 
- hauions may be | brought to an amicable cone lusion. martial force of the country in its three ereat divis- ferred on the Roman co us, hy whieh the y were 
1 Vien it shall have been made manifest that this | ions—of the militia, the army, and the navy. ‘This |, clothed with dietatorial authority for a period of 
r 1ot be done, all would unite as one nan. He _ been regarded on the other side s almost six months. Nob dy in the United States, how- 
{ ‘as willing to provide any military force which || equivalent toa declaration of war. WI hy, sir, if ever, expected at that time that Great Britain 
. siould be ner essary—any dragoon force—any mil- these resolutic hs had been offered na Ly state of would treat this act as an act of war. Nobody 
3 ty posts which should be neces: sary for the de- || this negotiation, they would have been perfectly upposed that the passage of such an act, although 
. ‘e and protection of the emigrants to Oregon; || innocent, and constituted not the slightest ground | it was the strongest passed under this Govern- 
1 rays provided that the execution of these mea- |, of offence on the part of Great Britain. ment, would be of itself a provoking cause of 
he es shall not be, in any way, incompatible with Suppose we were in no danger, either in the war, | The act passed. ‘The negotiation and the 
y provision of the existing convention. It had | present or the future, ofa war with Great Britain, question in dispute was suspended for the time 


1 
n thrown out, by way of speculation, both | or a ly other country; Sappess we enjoyed the Now, what is the case? The President of the 


N- re and in KE urope, that at some period, not very most uninie ‘rrupted es for the prese nt, and the United States sets forth in his annual Messaze 


us “note, Oregon may become an independent cov- || most substanti: ul enar: uty of peace for the Pature : to Congress the state of the negotiation, so far as 
id ment. He regarded this as impossible. The || would there be any impropriety in instituting an negotiauion it could be called, up to the withdrawal 
- \mericean emigrants look back to the graves of inquiry into the naval mate rial in our dock yards || on the part of the United States of their last pro- 
ty ‘lr ancestors, and recall the heroic deeds of their | and naval stores? Would there be any impro- position submitted to the British Government. He 
: ‘hers, and will never dream of alienating them- _ ty in inquiring into the effi ‘iency or inefficiency | admonishes us that, for the present at least, no- 
ei ves from the land on which the great battle of | of the organi oe ion of the militia of the country? thing has been accomplished by negotiation; and 
ee erty was fought and won, and where they first || Would there be any impropriety in inquiring into the Senator from Mi ‘higan, in this state of affairs, 
ent w their breath under the sway of our benign | the condition ot the army of the United States? | rises in his place in the Senate, and docs what 
= ‘titutions. This is always the case. The man || None, I presume. Why, then, is it deemed so | every Senator does every session of Congress— 
Ene te with skins, which he has obtained in the || exceedingly unwise to institute such inquiries now? | moves for a committee of inquiry ; and for that, it 
ain se beyond our frontier, and whose sole property | Is it meant to be insinuated that we are airaid to seems, he has incurred the imp! lred censure of the 
oe ‘4s ammunition and his rifle, carries in his bosom || prepare for our own defence, because we happen honorable Senator from North Carolina. Sir, the 


and ‘i love of the glorious deeds achieved by his fore- || to be enga: wed in controversy with a Power who | resolution comes well from the distinguished Sena- 

‘hers in this re public; and, what is still more, he || boasts of strete ieee its gigantic arms over the | tor from Michigan. It comes weil, because he 
= ‘0 bears with him that bounding hope of the ‘| whole habitable globe? Are we not to be permit- has the double experience of war and peace, indi- 

‘ture which constitutes the highest characteristic || ted even to ask ourselves if we are ready to receive  vidually; because his age and character were cal- 
= “the freeman. On the other hand, the English- || a column of British bayonets in this controversy? | culated to give to his movement importance which 
‘2 looks back with pride at the glorious annals || Are we ready to receive fifty sail of batt - ships | would commend these resolutions to the serious 
into ‘his country. The American reverses the teles- | forwarded by England to our ports? We cannot attention of the committee to whom they were to 


‘pe, and looks beyond the present day to that ' ask these questions, it seems. Why? Riccio it be addressed. Is it, then, possible, I would ask, 
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at we ve ' lat t humiliating condition 

it the Amer (our {—airaid to in- 
tea i ‘ i n i t 

oti i i ri not the 

nf ij} "hb he rom } 
’ I i ‘ 
vi¢ tt ae V 5 iif 

sposed tot 3 ject to the Pres t 


We DD) the i uit It ce, 1 i¢ ia 
gor Wyou i ne ¢ , At : YY 
just then 1 m ti t {t 1 ‘ rot toes 
' ‘ tor is tor t ted to tbed chon Ol Lae 
resid f i ed tate 
| VIANGI ts itor will me time, 
| \ ’ ‘ , ‘ ‘ er ey te } \ hay "Lhe 
rm dent na whole ue ¢ lLnis qu 
tion nd from hun | « ( ln 1e8 into the 
oft our arn nents to proceed; not from sub- 
oradmates, ;tnel ecuuve 1 if. 

Mr. CA . he Senator u ; the term subor- 
dinates, iy | ¢, 10 Whom he rei , 

Mr. M ANGI Vi. 1 mean the heads of de art- 
ments, with whom the heads of committees must 
i an Yi © ni? l ton 

Mr. ALLEN [ understood him, sir, precisely 
f he | no t d. tle ce that, before 
Conner moved, the President ould recommend 

litary pre LtLol Vow, so farfrom Mr. Van 

uren havi rr yumended the mulitary prepara 
t } red in the: to which 1 | ve a ue x 
i have rot the | tdo { I n my | owled e of 
the man, vid t n ley ion of his 1 le charac- 
ter, tl he was absolutely to led when he 
hie ird thi } Ver | v7 roe 1 conierre | upon him 
Did he ask Conere to pla the ¢ re militia of 
the count i bee } d call? Did he \ ( i= 
sri to him the power of deciding on the 
question of ror peace duril the rece ot the 
s ion Did he ask Congress to place ten muil- 
hons of money at disposal ? oO He co i- 
nunpi ed the ft to Convress uw re rd to ow 
fore! ir i is, ind the } t an lif LiAe 
tion, and then C proceeded, was its 


auty, to jud e what levislation should follow on 


1 il dis lo a sia 1 ia VV LL ( i if | I l- 
dent do in the resent ease? He follows a simular 
course to that i h | heretofor i i ued 

and now it is our business to assume the responsi- 
bility of judging, together with the President, of 
what the « nel ney quires in reward to our na- 
tional defences, Nothu rean } more innocent, 
nothing more judicious, nothing more nec rv, 
than the resolutions which have been submitted 
by the Senator from Michigan. i} l supposed, 


especially aft rthe apie exposition ol the mover, 
showing the nec ty of their passare wt they 
would have passed with the 
renee 


{ 
And how l will con lude with the expres 





my sincere vratihcation at near 

most prominent, perhaps, of ail the observations 
that dropped from the distineuished Senator from 
North Carolina. He told us that should war ever 
come, there was a spirit in the country able to 
make it powerful enough to.cope, not only with 
Great Britain, but with the whole European world 
in arms. Le told us that should any declaration of 


war be passed by Congress, from that moment an 


anti-war man would not be found on the continent. 
Mr. MANGUM. I only spoke for myself and 


onstiluents, 


‘ 
Mr. ALLEN I only hope that the expression 
nay be universal in its application; and that in 
case a declaration of war should be made, the as- 


ol} | * Wllaa 
pirations of the Senator may be tulfiiied to the ute 
Lost extent, unlike the case presented after the las 
A > 


na, id ed, | am encourarer 


t 
. } 
ceciarahion o1 War. i 


to believe that the experience of after years, per- 


the country—because the people he re have been 
enjoying the benign influences which time and 
justice never fail to impress upon all human afiairs 
—i say, I hope that such a state of things may 
have been brought about since our last declaration 
of war against Great Britain, that no such melan- 
choly spectacle could now be presented of any 
division of public sentiment. I trust these resolu- 
tions will pass, and go to the committee; and that 


nly subject of discussion on this floor will be 





as to the mode of preparation, and the kind of 


preparation; and that & may be reserved for that 
time when distinct and specific recommendations 
will come from the committee. 


0) THE 


S tne improved condition of the patriotism of 


Mr. ARCHER rose with no view either to in- | 


cite or repress the prolongation of the discussion. 


t <2 ¢ * ‘ alee 
L1is Ob} vi merely speed mut some considera 
, i | . 
tion honorable penator from lichigen, 
} } . a ar sy} i } 
> aid not appear to nave remarked or ad- 
. le . ‘ i } ? . 
equ ny ated, Hie would not impute to 
iy Senator the msolence of assuming for himself 


! 
any sentiment of patriotism which he did not 


nilv concede to every other Senator. If he did 


l, 

hie iv. A.) should know how to apply the proper, 
: d pro] 

raud to it. He supposed that they were all pre- 
He ° . ’ 

red, in every event, to sustain the honor of the 


eoannterew i nid 


lie would even assume more than this: 
and sup that if the country should become 
involved in war, whether with a small or a great 
ven a large portion of the community 





mi } t entert » Senuments of dis ypproval of the 
eauses Which had produced it, there would be 
found no distraction of counsels or efforts in its 
pport, 
Mr. ALLEN said, perhaps he had been misun- 
ce ood "The Senator from North Carolina had 
stated that, after a declaration of war, there would 


not be os an anti-war man inthe country. If 
», he (Mr. A.) had replied that we should be 
more fortunate aan after the commencement of the 
a asked the honorable Senator from 
hether he had understood him (Mr. 
s casting any in iputath on on the patriot- 
sm of any Se nator on this floor? 
Mr. J HIER had already said that he would 
impute no such purpose, or the course of his 
kor himself, 
he never made profession of patriotism, any more 
than of personal honor. His character in these 





remarks would have been ditlerent. 


! ects must speak for itself. His remarks he 
wished to address more particularly to the Senator 
from Michicvan, for whom he entertained recard, 
and who, he belie ved, would be the last man to 
express a doubt of the patriotism of any Senator. 

Vir. CASS disclaimed any langui re capable of 
such a construction, 

Mr. ARCHER. The resolutions submitted by 

he honorable Senator were—what? Resolutions 


cline co imittees to inquire V with respect to the 
condition of the national defences. Not one of 
committees, to Whom these inquiries were 

heen ¢ — | Sera 78. 64h 
en appointed, Wv iust, there- 
fore, neither he nor any one, here or in the coun- 


nid have ; e oh 


1a hay any obiection to the objects or the 





doption of the resolutions, he desired, with all 
deference to the bation judement of the Senator 
from lichiean, to give some reasons why he 
ho t it would have been better not to press 
t r adoption at this moment. How far was this 

yurse consistent with the usaces or the dignity of 


the Senate? What in occesion for this prurient 
or this apprehensive sensibility, which could not 
ut for the ordinary forms of proceeding, but ran 


head of them to make exhibition of a sublimated 


atriotism? ‘The appointment of the committees 
had already been delayed for ~ unusual pe - 
of two weeks. The inquiries roposed could not 
precede t appointment. Ww. ere these commit- 





d to require a premature instigation to 





t » of what, independently of these reso- 
lutions, would constitute their appropriate func- 
tions? The committees would be composed ofa 
controlling majority of the political friends of the 
honorable Senator. The full power to shape re- 
commendations and the just province would be 





irs. Why anticipate an imputation of their de- 
lection of duty? Was this precipitance the w ay 
10 impress respect or forbearance on the great in- 
imical Power, who was held up to us in such ter- 
rors of rapacity and violence? Was exemption 
y more than dienity, to be realized 


from this splutter of patriotic emotion? 


rom sion pre dre 


Mr. MANGUM, i rise to cail the senator to 
: 
oraer, 
y “vTT?, , ? yr: 
Vir. ARCHER proceeded. Uis remarks had 


no particular re a ré 
Carolina. He v 


all—the usages of the Senate, t 


nee to the Sx nator from North 
as speak ing to hes nat conce ‘rned us 
character of the 
country: which he had no hake to see compro- 
mised by the precipitaney of these re olutions. 
Ele was known to have no relations with the pres- 
ent Executive, but he was free to avow his approv- 
al of the course which the Executive had taken on 
this question of Oregon; and was he to show his 
respect for that course by refusing to confide the 
recommendations which might be required by the 


oceasion to the wisdom of the Executive? He | 


felt, therefore, reluctance, in this view, to give his 
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7X 


paren ~ _ ~~~ —_— — = , 


acquiescence 0 the precipitate course pron 





bec use it Lm ; le d a { iiffide nce Wi hic il thie a tlon P 
the Executive had not warranted, in its obser; 
and recommendation of the further ; : 
might be demanded by the exigency of th. 
To this branch of the Government it belo 
make suggestion of the occasion for new di 
and preparations. This was the branch y 
was suppose dd to he ive ialaaineg t10nN as well as 
nizance, In a pect ullar manner, in this denart 

if the public » service. Was there authority 
supposing that it had not  disch ved its dur 
that it would not, at the proper tine, by eo 
nicating information of the occasion for pr . 


tions, such as the resolutions had in cont 
tion, and estimates, too, as res) ee their amo 
Netther 








vas he disposed to convey distrust of 1 
just action of this body , at the son er junct 
‘The instigation of the se resolutions was not \ u 
ed to our action. Vhat purpose were they th 
inte nded to serve in this premature and irreculay 
mode of exhibition? W ere we to disp ] iV a pat 


otism too ebullient to be expressed by formal m 


4 
of proceeding, too se nsitive to wait on the sucess. 
tive office of the Executive? 

But there is another view of the question. Syp- 


pose the result of this debate should be to impres 
the idea that war is inevitable: what would be 
effect on the pul blic funds? Will you not im 
the fortunes of thousands at a single blow? ‘ 
debate will be a to the) remotest bounds of t 
ae Can = ne imagine the horror 
vill pre vail in the bosoms of thousands at the 
iis fora small strip of territory, almost a)- 
solutely worthless and barren, wo civilized - 
tions are to he plunged into the miseries of war- 
fare? Would it not be astounding that for an 
ject so inconsiderable two great nations s 
rush into an act of such criminality? What will 
be said, when this debate goes forth, of the 
tlemen of the dominant party, who could not y 
the recomm¢ ndation from 
hen make the required appropriation; but who, in 
: : 


the proper quart 


i 
the absence of such recommendation, and |} 
the committees are organized, precipitate : 
elves into a warlike attitude—for this is the inev- 
itable result of the proceeding? 

rbe the consequences, this vi 
ssion, even at this ' 
able mischief, We Sit 
anxiety and horror to th yusands, and alli this 
we may exhibit our patriotism. Sir, if the re 
lutions are pressed t shall vote for them; be 


-@ } 1 ' 
if we are to have war with the greatest Power 


Whatever m 









diseu: 








all have comm 


which the sun ever ae it is necessary that we 
should be in a state of complete preparat 
When Lam satisfied that the necessity of the 
demands it, | will not hesitate to make any and 
every sacrifice. My constituents live, for the most 
part, on the Atlantic seaboard. What will be their 
destiny? Sir, we heard last year that Great Britain 
had one hundred and sixty steam-vessels of \ 
There is not a river, bay, or creek, but may be 





perforated by those vessels, in that parto 
Southern country. 


ry 


That region was, ina pecul iar manner, - 
ted by ni wicable streams, and onen to every form 
of vessels, as well as large intrusion by the insiru- 
mentality of steam. Hold up to view the map ot 
the entire south Atlantic seaboard, and it preseut- 
ed to the ev> nearly as much water as land—mere 
strips of atry, intersected by streams in all «i- 
rections pervious to invasion, ‘The larger cities 





might be made safe by large military foree, uncer 
expensive permanent imbodiment; but the less 


rr mnside rable towns, the villages, the farms, wil 
wou 'd he th ir condition of exposure’ V¥ Oi 
any be left exempt? The habitations laid in asnes, 
ha ° tty londered ana <eeane of the mae 
ine property pirund ered, and escape ) : 


° . } as 
rau de rs before any resisung iorce could be as 


bled: fears of the p roprie tors to return ona restore 
theur a abitations, the succession of the same «s- 
asters staring them in the face. "These were to! 


the consequences—this the scene and the history 
to be exhibited. 

All this he was willing, if occasion ré quired, t 
incur. And what was to be the occasion‘ 
were three thousand miles from Oregon—a § lene 
population, deserting the homes of their fat si 
and seven hundred million acres of land, bet'®! 

| than they were to fini, a dollar and a quarter te 
price. This was the population which we must 
follow, with any expense, never to be compels sa 


ted; and for which, reckless of consequences as 


Wve 
er 


} rs 
if ‘ 





eTS. 


r the 
must 
en sa: 
es as 


ie ist, as well as excellently cultivated. 
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wel i] as cost, we were to plunge into war, unpre- 
-edented in the injury it must on both sides inflict. 
Strange doctrine this! that the Government must 
Si wntrol a vagrant popule ition, escaping with no re- 
ayest or authority, but be controlled by it, even to 
the extent of war the most destructive. 

I was for this country, in thes > circumstan “eS, 
chat we were invited to war. Certainly, if any 
nana Je of national honor ae he found to 
a nand it. this was right. He believed, however, 
thot there was no suc h prince iple involved as yet 
well founded, nor prospect of war. There was 
no danger unless—what? — war should be 
provoked, and made inevitable by language and 
sonduet on the floors of this House and the other 
House of Congress. He believed in his conscience 
that if negotiations were left to be carried on be- 
tween the two Governments, there would be no 
danger to be apprehended as to the result. He 
thought the centle men on the other side ought, at 
all events, to be willing to confide in the Execu- 
sive, He himself, though he had come here op- 
pressed with a leaden load of anxiety, was now 

soroughly re lieved. He approved of the tone of 

e Message to Congress, and he was glad to have 
the opportunity of distinetly expressing his ap- 
nroval of it; and he hoped the Senate and the 
country would be observant of the fact, that they 
were content with the language of the Executive, 
and the only ppposition or distrust emanated from 
he gentlemen on the other side. 

Mr. CASS was about to reply to Mr. Arcuer, 
wh na message was received from the House of 
Renresentatives, informing the Senate that resolu- 
tions of respect hi id been passe ‘d in memory of the 
late Joserpu H. Peyton, of Tennessee, a member 
of the House. 

DEATH OF JOSEPH H. PEYTON. 

On motion of Mr. M ANGUM, the subje eet un- 
der discussion was then informally passed over, 
and the Senate proceeded to the consideration of 
the message just received. 

Mr. J ARN AGIN. Mr. Presiwent: I know I 


shall perform a duty, in its occasion as unwelcome 


tothe Senate as itis nn un ful to me, in the announe "e- 
ment now made of the death of a colleague, known 
to most of us, and worthy to have been personally 
lear to all—the Hon. Josern H. Peyton, a mem- 
we of the Jast, and a member elect 


to the present 
{ rress of t 


he United ian from the State of 
He died at his home, in Sumner coun- 
ty,on the 12th day of November las 
ready arrived at no slight dis 
for vet higher ones, was searce 
at oe in some f 


m 
sennessee, 


st; and thouch 
stinction, and ripe 

vy bey ond the age 
famous Cc omme caeiaaeea, youth 
was sidered just at an end, and the man and 
the citizen to have barely begun. 

3 have reper atedly, sir, shared sincerely in these 

Jemn offerings of respect paid by these ‘bodies to- 
wards their de parted members, by a custom not less 
befitting their dignity than their feelings. The ob- 

rvance is one of which the deeper uses, when 
ey come, must touch us too closely not to waken 
up the better thoughts which our conflicts here 
banish but too mueh—the personal charities and 
affections that should adorn public life as they 
anne private. In common with those around 
, {have often borne a part in these becoming 

~ es of individual and of public regrets; but it 
thus far been my good fortune rather to yield 
ers honors to the public servants of other 
s , than to ask them towards one from my 
"Ts, therefore, there be any art in commem- 
erating the dead, I esteem myself happy in that 
ne, of whom Iam now to speak, was such, that 
even my poor skill ean do his me mory no dishon- 
0 or, sin ce it limits me to that pane eyric alone which 

e desired—th 18 simple truth , spoken in the sin- 
cerest affection. He needs no higher praise; and 
that, at least, I am capable of uttering. 

{ of a generous race, which far back in the history 
of the State where they first settled, and muc h 
re remotely still in that of the mot ther country, 
he had. been distinguished for its gallant and good 
ds and its excellent abilities, Mr. Peyton had 
inherited their hieh qualities, and brought them to 
‘ public service when, young as he was, and brief 
“8 was his career, he had already made them 
Strongly felt. No man could be braver, no man 
“incerer; and the force of his character was com- 

pleted by an understanding highly vigorous and 
h : Nor were 
18 properties less kindly and gentle in the private 


vp 
own. 


dee 
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affairs of life, than man!v and commanding in 
whatever of difficulty or dutv called th 








r dadut ( lun to 
exertion. Not originally destined for the public 
part in the honorable outset of which he has fallen, 
he was led to it .. the early a 1d ul return 
which his labors ina dit e had spread 
around him, and the assurance of talent as well a 
worth which they had created. Such had, mn 
doubt, softened into the warmestand kindliest sen 


sibilities a nature ori¢tnally 
for arms and action. 
around him, gave him, with reputation 
cited popularity; and polities soug 
many others go in quest of them. 

I need scarcely say that here, thouch little in 
haste, before he had done more silent and real 
vice, to captivate the public attention in harangue, 
he had sufficiently shown in speech the vehemenec 
and force of his capacity, and his power to deal 
most effectuc ‘lly with large topics of publie debate; 
nor in his personal demeanor had he made less 
felt the native urbanity and rectitude of a spirit as 
g<ood as it was fervid. 

All this, Mr. President, and more, which I might 
well recite, but that my plain task, which is monu- 
mental, not biographic, 1s over. Almost, as [ have 

said, a youth, except in the fast-formed maturity 
of his abilities -and character, he has paid, amidst 
the tears of much friendship and love, the inevit- 
able debt. Faults 3, of course, like the best, he had; 
but I had scarcely discovered them. I am sure 
his only ones were of a noble sort—defects spring- 
ing up out of his virtues. I need seek no fi arther 
to draw either from that dread abode where they 
now repose, “the bosom of his father and his 
God.”’ 

Permit me, Mr. President, to submit to the Sen- 

e the following resolutions: 

"Masked, That the Senate have heard with deep 
sensibility the message from the House of Repre- 
sentative S, al inouncing the death of the Hon. Jo- 
sepH H. Peyton, a amie ntative from the State 
of idole de 

Resolved wnanimously, That the members of the 
Senate, from a sincere desire of showing every 
mark of respect to the memory of the deceased, 
will wear the usual badge of mourning for thirty 
days. 

Resolved, That, as a further mark of respect for 
the memory ef the deceased, the Senate do now 
adjourn. 

The Senate thereupon adjourned. 


fiery, and eminently fit 
The love which he thus spread 
, un unsoli- 
hit him out as so 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monpay, December 15, 1845. 
The Journal of Saturday 
proved. 
The SPEAKER, by ceneral consent, laid be- 
fore the House the following E 


LUxecutive communi- 
cations: 


was read and ap- 


I. From the Secretary of War, accompanied | ry 
a statement of the expe An Rhine of the mone ys ap- 
propriated to defray the continge nt expenses « f the 
War Department and of the various bureaus and 
offices attached to that department for the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1845. Referred to the Com- 
mittee on Expenditures in the War Department, 
and ordered to be printed. 

II. From the Secretary of War, transmitting the 
report of the Commissioners appointed under a 
joint resolution of Congress of the 3d March, 1845, 
directing the Secre tary of War to take measures to 
test the merits of Putnam’s ploughing and dredging 
machine for the removal oe obstructions to the 
navigation of rivers, bays, harbors, &e. Referred 
to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Ill. From the Secretary of War, a nner 
with a report of the sur vey of the basta Or sape 
Porpoise, in the State of Maine. Referre de to 
the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be 
printed. 

IV. From the Secretary of War, accompanied 
by a report in relation to certain militia claims of 
the State of Alabama. Referred to the Committee 
of Claims. 

The SPEAKER also presented certain testi- 
r.ony in the case of the contested election of Joun 
Rewx, one of the members of this House from the 
which was referred to the 
Committee on Elections. 

The SPEAKER announced that the regular 


} 7° 1 ’ 
supniect on which these 


jl 


order of | States for 


r of business was the call of che 
} ’ 
peu lions and Mmemoriais, 


Mr. I SOWLIN, 


in order to accommodate what 


he tioug tr if be the eeneral feel) i e 
Ho sex moved t] oe rules be su ded for one 
hour, for t itreduction of bills, ef which no- 
tices had heret ne been given, and to enable 
members to give notice of such bills as they micht 
hereafter wish to introduee—limiting the suspen- 


sion to such matters as would not give rise to de- 
r. McCONNEL eas witha vier vy of roing r into 

the election of Chaplain, moved t! 
Mr. Bow.uin ce laid on the table. 
Which motion was 


iat the motion of 


re jected, 


The question was then taken on the motion to 


suspend the rules; and two-thirds not voting in 
the affirmative, it was decided in the negative. So 
the rules were not suspended. 


MILTON BROWN asked leave to intro- 
duce a memorial. 

= » McCONNELL objected. 

» flouse then passed to the regular order of 
business. 
TEXAS. 

The resolutions of the General Assembly of 
Connecticut, avainst the admission of Texas asa 
State into the Union, heretofore presente d by Mr. 
Joun A. Rockwent, and laid over under the rules 
for debate, coming un in their order, 

Mr. ROCKWELL moved that they be referred 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Unton, and that they be printe d. 

The resolutions having, on the call of several 
members, been read b Vv the Clerk 

Mr. ROCK W ELL § noke ill support of his mo- 
tion. He expressed his reeret on finding himself, 
imperatively called to ad- 
dress the House: for it was not his intention or 
desire to intrude himself upon its atte 


as he apprehended, 


ition at any 
time, unle 83 comp { I ( d by a sense of dut Vv. The 
course, how ever, which had been pursue din that 
House in regard to resolutions of 
Stale, with the presentation of which he 


e honor to be charged, rendered it indisy 
! 
i 


‘ sei 
had had 


eCHSADIG 





that he should say something on the subj t. He 
was onl by ex 


that the cou 


pe rienced members of the House 
rse to which he had alluded was 
wholly new and unpreced nted; it was entire vy 

‘ainst all the usual courtesy which had ever pre- 
permit the resolutions of 
one of the States of the Union to be printed. ‘lus 
1 ime within the knowledge of g¢ 
im that such an ordinary 





rnue- 


y courtesy 


A ‘ sa ft} sma ric 

j een } d 4 d if Was the more rem irk- 

je, inasmuch as, on the same day these resolu- 

tions had been presented by him and the House 
. . 3 | 

refusec hepsi ni to be printed, other resolu- 

tions from other State Legislatures had received such 


ithout ol} 1¢ etion being made from any quar- 
ter. And, inde ed, he had himself presented two 
other sets of resolutions from legislative bodies, 
and nobody made any opnosition to the printing, 
unless it might hav 
relation to printing 
Rhode Island. 
Why was this m 
there any tl ing 


1 
becn some 


i} e tro Oy. 
LuOse TFOnM Une ae 


oh t Mt der mur in 


islature of 








Was 
wording of 
that the y were d leemed unworthy 
of that mark of common res pect which was al- 


+; 8 
npuiion maaer 
sresype etful ii the 





+! . Yiyti 
Luese resoiutuous 


wavs rendered to the -public e acts of one of the 
States of the Union? Could it be owing to any- 
thine in the matter of the resolutions? This could 
not be the reason; for they treated not of any ab- 
stract question, but of a matter pending before 
this body. and by its order made the order of the 
Tuesday next. Yet the House refused 
either to print the resolutions or to refer them to 
that Committee of the Whole to whom the very 
resolutions treated had 
b een commi tes Und r circumstances of so pecu- 
liar a characte % the refusal of the House could 
not but appear very extraordinary; and, so situa- 
ted. Mr. R. could not bring himself to-do, what 
irst he had designed doing, viz: to give a silent 
vote in support of the motion te had made. 

That the subject to which the resolutions had 
reference was one of great public importance all 
were agreed, however they might differ as to the 
proprie ety of the admission of ‘Texas, or the details 
of that proceeding. Mr. R. should not now at- 
tempt to go into that subject: it respected the ad- 
dition of a large territory, and a foreign territory, 
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to the States of this Union, and it confessedly in- 

s of grave con idera- 
1 1a he 

lion. Dhis new territory never c muld have | 


admitted at all had the course been parsu d which 


volved constitutional questo! 


eon 


was at first propo ed, Viz. its admission by aj int 

. } 
resolution. - h never could have been the de- 
Cc ion of the entire Conere «of the United stat 


Py itself alone the measure never cor ld huave Pass 
fs 


t it was only by adding to it somethune more 
vatable in one branch of the legislature that it 


iad ever been effected. Certainly the queston in 


itself was a grave one: and itw is a question ye i. 
ine in regard to which there mielit and must arise 
niany very serious constitutional considerations. 
! e resolutions adopted by Coneress at tts last 

on, a8 conditions pre cedent to the admission of 


‘Pexas ito the Union, had been one in regard to 


slovery, by which it had been suipuiate 1 that States 


tw | reatier formed out of the ‘Texian territory 
tot mth of 36° 30’ north, might tolerate slavery 
within ther bounds or not, asa majority of their 
inhainiants micht prefer; but that in ell St: ti to 


y to the north of that line slavery 


thould be forever prohubited. Now, in open vio- 
lation if not of the | , certainly of the spirit, of 
i nu 1 on our part, was found that i 
Lie e@rerhnth ecuaon of the caonmstituuon wiuieh had 
ince been rr ified by the yx ple of Tex: . Dra 
‘ Te) wel i! rted which prevented eman pare 
tion of slaves without full remuneration to their 
owners, and admitted em its brincing slaves 
with them, and this throughout all Texas without 
distinction. As applied to that portion of her ter- 
ritory north of the divid | 36Y 30", this v 
& plain and palp vir on of our stipulation as 
to ey dimi lon Whe rt muah on our part had 
been adopted as a matter of conispromise; but here 
Was a constitution, adopted for the whole territory, 
Which rendered its provisions nugatory, and a 
com unce with them tm ill : 
ha here W another o | mnable feature } 
re urd t boundary No } Isto W } i 
Wy el is ore merat ’ Laan I rh ‘ , - 
1 of Texas; and yet it was provided two 
repre tatives on het bel {’ Loud be ad itted 
mito this House. Why was this? It was not in 


conform ty with wh it had been avreed 1 pon at 
i had indeed been 
propo ed, but afte 7 de bate had bec hn reyes i< d. It 


had never before been granted to a new State, with- 


the last session: such a provisio: 








out any census, that shes ld have two re prescen- 
tr tive 2oOn that fl wr. by mh all th S¢ elt uUlInSuieecs, 
on which he could but ela ra moment, it must 
be o} vious to all that the sul ject to W hich the re- 
solutions of his State had reference was one of creat 
importance, and it was a matter pending and soon 


to } e neted on. 

Could there be anything in the form of the reso- 
lutions which subj: eted them to dire spectful treat- 
ment? They did declare that pows r to admit a 
foreien State had not been delerated to Convress 
by the Constitution. Weil, and was it not a very 
serious question whether such power had been 
ranted? Was this a subject of which it was im- 
proper fora soversign State t » speak to that House? 
And if she ventured to intimate a doubt as to the 
existence of such a power, must her resolutions be 
denied the ordinary courtesy of being ordered to 
be printed ? 

As to the second resolution, whi h related to the 


admission of Texas, with the avowed design of 


thereby strengthening the imterests of slavery, he 
believed it to be a true and ‘just expression of the 
opinion of the people of his State. ‘They consid- 
ered themselves—though they were not disposed 
to make any disorderly or factious oppositi mn to 
the measure—as injured in their rights by sucha 
proceeding, They cherished no hostility to any 
portion of this Union, nor to the people of the 
Southern and the slaveholding States; very far 
from it. They did not deem it their duty to in- 
terfere; it was not their business. ‘They meant to 
abide by all the provisions and all the compro- 
mises of the Constitution. ‘They would soa up 
to that instrument in all its parts, both in the spirit 
and the letter. Witha very few exceptions, among 
those who were usually denominated * the Liberty 
party,” (and who were the political allies of the 
dominant party here, not of their opponents,) the 
people of Connecticut were (as he said) ready to 
abide by the compromises of the Constitution. 
Notwithstanding, there did exist among them, 
everywhere, the opinion that in the proceedings in 
relation to Texas a due degree of courtesy and 
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regard to the feelings of the North had not been 


exhibited; and that in respect to the right of pe- | 


tition, a new issue and a wrong issue had been pro- 
duced by the course of things adopted here. ‘True, 
the rule of the House bearing on that subject had 
been rescinded, but he was sorry to perce ive, since 
he had taken a seat here, that the same course, in 
effect, was still pursued. Yet as to those who, 
under this nustaken issue, had fallen into a course 
not less reprehensible, he had, personally, no sym- 
pathy with them; he was not here by their votes, 
Many of them, he doubted not, acted under the 
hest intentions, and were themselves highly re- 
spectalle; but no man abominated their public 
course in this matter more than he did. That was 
which strongly prevailed at the North: 
the y were for the Constitution as it stood: the y 
neant to abide by it: yet they could not repress 
he feeling that they had sustained serious injury 
ry this measure of annexation; and the y felt this 
the more deeply because the measure had in fact 
been brought about by the agency of professed 
y. They regarded the evil as enor- 
mous, injurious to the country at large, and likely 
to prove “most of all injurious, in the end, to the 
very parties now most actively engaged in bring- 
ing itto pass. The injury was deep: it was im- 
meodicabile vulnus; a wound that would prove very 
ditficult to he il. 

Mr. R. said it seemed to him that in reference 
toa sul ject of this kind, it would be better for all 
concernes that a mild and moderate course should 

e adopted, and not a violent and coercive one. 
sucha course could do no good, but would certainly 
be productive of much harm. Why should not the 
resolutions be referred as proposed? Gentlemen 
ved that though the people of the 
it be reasoned with, they were not to be 
driven: and whoever should widertake to try, knew 


a leeling 


l 
t 
| 
} 
' 


- | » Her 
friends of liberty 


might be as 


not what he was domg. The course adopted in 
respect to these State resolutions was the more ob- 
jecuonable as having been utterly unprovoked. 
The people of Connecticut had given no excuse 
for the adoption of such a course toward them; it 


> It was 


take of gentlemen’s true lnterest and 


was a mere ** superfl ity of naughtiness.’ 
A ericvous mi 
policy; they ought not to seek to introduce exas- 
peration in reference to this matter; it was bad 
y- On the whole, he hoped that a milder 
lent line o? conduct would prevail, 
1 that the motion to print would not be refused. 

Mr. BOYD said, in reply, that the gentleman 
from Connecticut was mistaken if he supposed it 
had been Mr. B.'s object, or that of anybody else, 
to treat the State of Connecticut, her Legislature, 
or their acts, with the slightest degree of indignity, 
or to give these resolutions the go-by. Nothing 
was further from his intentions. When they were 
introduced by the gentleman, Mr. B. had moved 
to lay them on the wble; but he had no manner 
of objection to their being printed. When he 
learned that they were not the resolutions of the 
eentieman himself, but of his State, he had with- 
drawn his objections to the printing. He knew 
nothing of the history of the resolutions; but he 
had seen no disposition in the House to refuse the 
printing of them. Possibly there might have been 
objectionable matter in the resolutions; but of that 
he knew nothing. He thought, however, in re- 
rard to all resolutions respecting the annexation of 
‘Texas, the true course was to lay them all upen 
the table. Under exisung circumstances, he 
thought that was their proper place. The subject 
itself had been laid there, and the resolutions in 
regard to it should follow suit. It might be very 
proper, however, to print these resolutions, and to 
that he should have, for one, no manner of ob- 
jection. 

Mr. B. concluded by moving that the resolu- 
tions in question be laid on the table, and printed ; 
which motion prevailing, they were laid on the 
table accordingly, and ordered to be printed. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr. BOWLIN moved to suspend the rules pre- 
scribing the regular order of business, in order to 
enable him to move for leave to introduce a bill to 
vrovide for a Territorial Government in Oregon. 

Mr. BRODHEAD wished to make the suspen- 


sion general. 


more pru 


Mr. JOSEPH R. INGERSOLL said, if the | 


regular order of business was pursued, there would 
be time enough for every member to introduce any 
matter he might wish to present to the House. 
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Mr. HOWLIN then modified his motion so a. 
to make the suspension general, 

And the question being taken, the House 
fused to suspend the rules. 

The States were then called, and petitions, me. 
morials, remonstrances, State re solutions, &é 
were presented, as follows: 

From Maine—By Messrs. DUNLAP, SAW. 
TELLE, and HAMLIN. 

From New Hampshire—By Messrs. NORRIS 
and JOHNSON, 

From Missouwri—By Messrs. RELFE and BOY, 
LLN. 

From .llabama—DBy Messrs. 
HOUSTON, and McCONNELL, 

From Ililincis—By Mr. MeCLERNAND., 

From Indiana—By Mr. PETTY. 

From Louisiana—By Mr. MORSE, 

From = Ohio—-By Messrs. Mel WELL, 
VANCE, FRIES, ST. JOHN, GIDDINGs. 
SCHENCK, and DELANO. 

From Tennessee—by Messrs. BROWN, CUL- 
LOM, and LOCKE. 

From Kentucky—By Messrs. BOYD, McHEN- 
RY, and GRIDER. 

From South Carolina—By Mr. HOLMES, 

From North Carolina—By Mr. DANIEL. 

| From Virginia—By Messrs. PENDLETON, 
BROWN, JOHNSON, and HUBARD. 

From Maryland—By Messrs. CHAPMAN and 
GILES. 

Krom Pennsylvania—By Messrs. LEIP, FOS 
TER, DARRAGH, BRODHEAD, THOMp- 
SON, CAMPBELL, and STROHM. 

From New Jersey—By Mr. EDSALL. 

From New York—By Messrs. HUNT, BEN- 
TON, ELLSWORTH, DE MOTT, STRONG, 
RATHBUN, WHITE, SMITH, HUNGER. 
FORD, CULVER, HOLMES, WOOD, KING, 
and WOODWORTH. 

From Verment—By Mr. MARSH. 

From Connecticut—By Messrs. ROCKWELL, 
DIXON, and SMITH. 

Prom Massachusetts—By Messrs. WINTHROP, 
ASHMUN, THOMPSON, LING, ALL", 
and ADAMS. 

Amongst the petitions, &c., presented to-day, 
the following received the special notice of the 
House: 


re- 


‘? 


CHAPMAN, 





NATURALIZATION LAWS. 
Mr. WINTHROP presented resolutions of the 


Legisiature of Massachusetts, proposing certan 
amendments to the naturalization laws of the Ui 
ted Siaies. 

Mr. LEVIN moved the reference to a select com- 
mittee. 

Mr. WINTHROP was understood to concur in 
the motion ; and to remark that he was only prevent- 
ed frou proposing the same reference by his having 
no desire to be placed at the head of the committee, 
in case one were raised. 

Mr. McCONNELL moved to lay the petition 
on the table. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Does not a motion to refer 
the petition to the Committee on the Judiciary take 

wecedence ? 

The SPEAKER. It would not take precedence 
of the motion to lay on the table. 

Mr. BRODHEAD appealed to the gentleman 
from Alabama [Mr. MeConne tz] to withdraw the 
motion to lay on the table, to allow the reference to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. McCONNELL, yielding to the appeal, 
withdrew his motion. 

Mr. BRODHEAD moved to refer the resolution 

\| to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

| This motion to refer to the Committee on the 
Judiciary taking precedence, was propounded; 
when 

Mr. LEVIN giving notice of a wish to debate 
the resolutions, they were laid over under the rue. 


ADMISSION OF TEXAS. 


Among the presentations to-day we notice the 

following: 7 
3y Mr. J. Q@. ADAMS: Sundry resolutions ot 

the General Assembly of the State of Massachu- 
setts, against the admission of Texas into the Union 
as a slaveholding State; and he moved that they be 
read. 

The resolutions having been read— 

Mr. ADAMS moved that they be referred to 4 
select committee, and printed. 
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Mr. MeC ONN NE ‘LL movet a that hey lie on the 
table; Ww -hich took precede nee of the motion to re- 
fer to a select committee, 

Mr. ADAMS asked for the yeas and nays on the 
motion ; and they were ordered, 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, then sent to the 
Clerk’s table, wW ith a request that it be read, a small 
slip of printed paper, which, by general consent, 
was read, as follow y 

« We noticed, the other day, that we had in our 
‘possession a Boston paper, called the ‘ Evening 
‘Post,’ dated ‘May 4th, 1741,’ nearly one hun- 
‘ dr ‘ed and five years old. Itisacuriosity. The 
‘pages are about eight inches by twelve, and two 
‘eolumns to a page. The typography is good, 
‘ Among the items of news contained in this num- 
‘ber of the Evening Post is the first annunciation, 

in this co untry , of the milits wy demonstration of 
‘ Frederick the Great upon Sile aia, which le d to the 
‘important and sanguinary wars in which that 
‘prince was so long engaged, ier others, we 
‘jotice the following advertisements : 

“'To be sold, a likely negro girl, about fourteen 
‘years old. Inquire of Mr. Bennett, in Beacon 
‘street. 

‘* Boston, May 4th, 1741. ee 

“ Any person who has a cood nevro cooper, 

hat ean be well recommended, to be disposed of, 
‘may hear of a pure heser and a good price by in- 

quiring of the printer. 


ss Boston, May 4th, 1741. 


«Ran away from his master, Captain Benjamin 
‘Kent, of Boston, mariner, the 12th instant, 
*(April,) an Enelish servant lad, named Thomas 
‘Jamerkins, about 17 or 18 years old, of middle 
‘stature, and of pale complexion. He had on, 
‘when he went away, a garlic shirt, a suit of dark- 
‘blue clothes, a pair of light-blue worsted steck- 
‘ings, a pair of single-soled shoes, a brownish- 
‘oolored wig, and a beaver hat about half wore. 
‘Whoever shall take up said servant, and bring 
ys to his master again, living in Bromfield 
‘ ‘L we, Shall have four pounds reward and neces- 

sary charges. i 

So it seems that slavery in Boston, in those day 
was not confined to the negroes. 

Mr. MecCONNELL moved a call of the House, 
In ut subsequently withdrew it, and moved an ad- 
journment; which was negatived. 

fier some conversation, the question was put 
by yeas and nays, on the motion that the resolu- 
tions do lie on the table, and decided as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Atkinson, Bar- 
vinger, J. A. Black, Brodhead, Milton Brown, 
Win. G. Brown, Catheart, J. G. Chapman, R. 
Chapman, Chase, Chipman, Cocke, Collin, Cro- 
fer, Cullom, Cummins, Daniel, Jefferson Davis, 

Dobbin, Dockery, Dromgoole, Erdman, Ficklin, 
Foster, Gentry, Goodyear, Graham, Haralson, 
Henle v, Hoge, Hopkins, John W. Hovston, G. 

%. Houston, Edmund W. Hubard, Hunter, C. J. 
ineereall James H. Johnson, Joseph Johnson, 
Andrew Johnson, Thomas Pvtler King, Leake, 
Leib, Lumpkin, MeClean, McConnell, MeHenry 
Here lay, Martin, Morris, Morse, Moulton, Nor- 

. Owen, Parish, Pendleton, Pe rrill, Price, Reid, 
Relfe, Ritter, Roberts, Russell, A. D. Sims, Eas. 
nard H. Simms, Simpson, ‘Thomas Smith, Stan- 
ton, Stephens, Strong, Sykes, Thomasson, Tib- 
batts, Toombs, Tre adway, Trumbo, We ntworth, 

Vick, Woodward, W oodworth, Yancey, Yell, 
Young, Yost—83. : 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, John Quincy Adams, 
Amold, Ashmun, Benton, Blanchard, Buffington, 
William W. Campbell, John H. C ‘ampbell, Col- | 
lamer, C ranston, Culver, Delano, Dixon, Edsall, 
Eliswi nth, Ewing, Foot, Giddings, Gordon, Gri- | 
my Hampton, Herrick, E. B. Holmes, Samuel | 
’. Hubbard, Hudson, Hunge rford, W ashineton | 
Hunt, James B. Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Jen- | 

is, Daniel P. King, P. King, Lewis, McGaughey, || 
Me Tivaine, Marsh, Miller, Niv en, Pollock, Sulius 
Rock well, John A. Rockwell, Root, Se henck, 
‘aman, Severance, Truman Smith, Albert Smith, \| 

Caleb B. Smith, Strohm, Benjamin Thompson, 


V ft ~ Vinton, Wheaton, White, Wood, Wood- 
rull—67, 


So the resolutions were laid on the table. 


By : separate vote, they were ordered to be | 
printe | 


OREGON. 


On motion of Mr. DOUGLASS, the memorial | 
of the people of Oregon, signed by the President, |) 


THE CONGRES 


Vice Presidents, and Secretaries, presented by Mr. 


Cuarces J. Incersout. early in the present ses 
was referred to the Committee on ‘Territories. 


son, 


CHAPLAINS. 
Mr. PETTIT presented the petition of Joel 
Brown, and 400 others, citizens of Cincinnati, Ohio, 
praying that no money may hereafter be paid 


ne paid out 
of the treasury of the Untied States to any Chap- 
lain. fe moved its reference to the Judiciary 


Commiutice; but, on motion, it was laid upon the 
table. 
MASSACHUSETTS VS. SOUTH CAROLINA AND 
LOUISIANA. 
Mr. — = ADAMS eee nted resolutions 


of the General Assem! ly of » State of Mas: 
chuse in relation to certain acts and 
ings of the States of South Carolin: 
liana, whereby the liberty and the rights of certai 
citizens of that State have been viola 1, and ask 
ing the interposition of the Government of th 
United States to correct the wrongs comp — ied of 
in the re solutions. Mr. A. moved th: they be 
referred to a select committee, to be 


) 
i 
’ 
a2 
t 
\ 


et 


compos d of 
a member from each State, and that they be 
printed, 

Mr. ADAMS observe d, that if this motion wi: 
objected to, he would ask the Efouse to appoint 
a day to debate the question whether the resolu- 
tions shall be referred or not. 

The complaint of the resolutions was this: that, 
as the laws of the United States now stand, they 
did not give protection to the rights of the citize ns 
of Massachusetts within the limits of other States; 
for it was to be > obser rved that in the controversy 
in question, respecting citizens of Massachus¢ tts 
injuriously treated “within the two States men- 


tioned, those States had refused to let the existing | 


laws of the United States have their operation, by 
refusing to submit the question in dispute to the 
Kederal Courts. Hence the necessity for further 
legislation to seeure the ob Ve et soucht after. 
Objection being interposed to the motion made 


by Mr. Apams, 

The SPEAKER said that the resolutions would 
fo over under the rule, to be taken up the next 
petition day, (to-morrow.) 


Mr. BURT inquired if a motion to lie on the | 


table would now be in order. 

The SPEAKER answered that it would. 

Mr. BURT then moved that the resolutions lie 
on the table. The motion was decided by yeas 
and nays, as follows: oe 

YEAS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Atkinson, 
Barringer, Bedinger, Biggs, James A. Black, Bow- 
lin, Brodhead, Milton Brown, William G. PRrown, 
Burt, Catheart, J. G. Chapman, Augustus A. 
Chapman, Reuben Chapman, Chase, Clarke. 
Cocke, Crozier, Cullom, Daniel, G. Davis, Jeff 
son Davis, Dobbin, Dromgoole, Erdman, Far 
Ficklin, Foster, Fries, Gentry, Giles, Graham, 
Haralson, Henley, Hilliard, Hoge, Hopkins, 

+. S. Houston, E. W. Hubard, Hunter, Charles 

J. Ingersoll, James H. en Joseph Johnson, 
Andrew-Johnson, ¢ W. Jones, Thomas Butler 
Kine, Lawrence, Le alias Leib. Ligon, Lumpkin, 
Maclay, McClean, McConnell, MeCrate, Mc Dow- 
ell, John y. Martin, Barclay Martin, Morse, Moul- 
ton, Owen, Parish, Payne, Ps sens Price, 1, 
Relfe, Ritter, Roberts, A. D. Sims, Leonard H. 
Simins, Simpson, Robert Sinith, Stanton. Stephens, 
Strong, Svkes, Thibodeaux, Jacob Thompson, 
Tibbatts, Toombs, Treadway, ‘Trumbo, Went- 
worth, Wick, Yancey, Yell, Young, and Yost 
—90). 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, John Q. Adams, An- 


derson, Arnold, Ashmun, Baker, Benton, William 


teid 


| W. Campbell, John H. Campbell, Chipman, Col- 


—— Cranston, Culver, De Mott, Dixon, Dun- 
lap, Ellsworth, Giddings, Goodyear, Gordon, Gri- 
der, Grinnell, Grover, Hamlin, Hampton, Harper, 
Herrick, E lias B. Holmes, Samuel D. Hubbard, 
Hudson, Hungerford, Washington Hunt, James 
B. Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Jenkins, Daniel P. 
King, Preston King, Lewis, Levin, McGaughey, 
Me Henry, Mellvaine, Marsh, Niven, Pollock, 
Ramsey, Julius Rockwell, John A. Rockwell, 

Root, Sawtelle, Schenck, Seaman, Severance, Tru- 
man Smith, Albert Smith, Cale b B. Smith, Stew 
art, Strohm, Thomasson, Benj. Thompson, Til- 
| den, Vance, Wheaton, White. Williams, Wood, 
and Woodr uff—63. 


And so the resolutions of the State of Massa- 


1eT- | 


> ~s 
Pau. oO: 
chusetts were laid on the table. They were then 


y 
ord red to be print d. ; 
"Vhe call for petiuons having been ‘ onelude d- 
The next order of business was announced, viz: 
"The calling of the Standing Commutices im order 
for rt pe ! > 
Several of the committees having been called, 
and no reports being made— 


Mir. MORSE, remarking * that he presume d none 


of the committees had so mat aula their busimess 


as to be ready to re port, move d that the Hlouse ad- 


Journ, 


This motion having been agreed to—ayes 88, 
1 en 
‘he House adjourned, 


PETITIONS, &e 
The following Petitions, &c., presented this d 
! 
hi 


ay, 
under the rule ei ere speck ul y broue rht to the nouce 
of thre Repr 

By Mr. ST JOUN: H+ petition of Frederick Waggoner 
and G2 other ertize: ‘big Spring township, Seneca tow 
hip, Seneen county, ” Ohio. asking permission to eha 
uoftschool laud: referred to the Commitice on Pub 








By Mr. BOYD: The papers of Mrs. Sarah Gray 


» asking a 
pension: referred to the Comunittee on Re 


: 


volulionary Peu 


by Mr. ASHAMUN: Of Epaphras Hoyt and 217 citizens of 


Deerticld, Massachusetts. 

Of Susan Willard and 180 other women of Deerfield; of 
Solomon Graves and 67 others of Hatteld, Massachuset 

Of Mary C. Paige and 141 other women of Brimiil id, 
Massachusetts, 


()! Lois Dickinsen and 48 other women of Hatfield, Mas 


By Mr. JOHNSON: The petition of Samuel P. oy 
and Lis others, citizens of Croydon, New Haanpshire 

Ry Mr. JULIUS ROCKWELL: OF A. Dickinson and 194 
om r women of Williunsburg, Hampshire county, Ma 

{ Prescott Wilit and 20d others, citizens of Williams 
bus » Hh inpehire count . Ma 

Or BR. K. Coggin and 71 other women of West Hampton, 
litunpshire county, Ma 

Of D. Coggin and 6 ‘othe rs, citizens of West Hampton 
Hampshire county, Mass. 

Ot John Smith and 114 others, citizens of Muddlefic id, 
Hampshire county, Mass. 

Of 80 legal voters and &7 ladies of Buckland, Mass. 

Of 117 legal voters of Ashfield, Mass. 

Of Reuben Smith and 25 others, citizens of Becks 
shire county, Mass. 

Of 104 inhabitants of Lee, Berkshire county, Mass. 

Of 88 legal voters of Great Barrington, Mas 

Of 63 inhabitants of Penn, and 17 inhabitants of Flonda, 
Berkshire county, Mass. 

Of 125 inhabitants of Leverett, and 42 inhabitants of Wen 
dell, Franklin county, Mass. 

By Mr. GIDDINGS: Of Abram Allen and 174 citizens of 
Clinton county, Ohie 

Or A. M. Brukus and 30 
York. 

Of John G. MeCullongh and 47 citizens of Harrison coun- 
ty, Ohio. 

Of George Thomas and 53 citizens of Winfield, Herkimer 
county, New York. 

Of William Crowell and 5 citizens of Geneva, Ohio, 
against admitting to a seat as a member of the House of 
Representatives any man who has pot been seven years a 
ré ~ nt of the Unfted States. 

'N. M. Chappel and 58 citizens of Medina, Ohio, to the 
same eff ct. 

OF oR sy and 20 citizens of New Bedford, Massactiu- 
setts, aying Congress to refund the fine imposed on Cap- 
tain Walker in Florida, and a compensation for the time he 
was detained in prison. 

Of Lucretius bissel and %5 citizens of Ashtabula county, 
Ohio, setting forth their belief that the annexation of Texas 
as a slave State would be a gross outrage upon their righte 
and remonstrating against it, and praying the representa- 
tives of the free States, in case of its admission, to withdraw 
from Congress and eall a convention of the free States to 
form a constitution which shall admit no slave State. 

By Mr. DE MOTT: A remonstrance of 319 citizens of 
the town of Galen, New York. 

By Mr. P. KING: The remonstrance and protest of Lyn- 
don King, of Lowville, Lewis e ounty, New York. 

By Mr. VANCE: A prote st by the citizens of Mt. Cham- 
bersburg, Champaign county, Ohio. Also, a protest by the 
e nn ns of Logan county, same State. 

By Mr. B. THOMPSON: The remonstrances of Timothy 
Vinten and 395 other inhabitants of Pepperell, Massachu- 
setts; and of Arad H. Wood and 35 other inhabitants of the 
same State. 

By Mr. WHEATON: The remonstrance of John C. Hiteh- 
cock and 14 other citizens of Otisco, Onondaga county, New 
York. 

Ly Mr. 8. D. HUBRARD: The remonstrance of George 
Bartlett and 41 other inhabitants of the State of Connecti- 
cut. 

By Mr. W. HUNT: The petition of James C. Hale and 
Maria C. Irving, children of Mordecai Hale, a surgeon's 
mate in the Revolution, praying commutation. 

On motion of Mr. P. KING, the papers of John Davidson 
= referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

¥ Mr. STROUM: The petition of Benjamin Kent and 
59 ain r inhabitants of the State of Pennsylvania, praying 
for the abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia. 

Also, the memori*! of Thomas Moore and 39 others. citi- 
zens of Pennsylvania, remonstrating against the admiasioa 
of Texas into the Union as a slave State. 

Also, the petition of Thomas Moore and 31 others, inhabit_ 
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ants of the same State, praying for an alteration of tie Con- 
stitution of the United States. 

By Mr. L. MARTIN, of Wisconsin: The petition of H 
&. Bird and 94 others, for the improvement of the Fox and 
Wisconsin rivers: rejerred to the Commitice on Koads and 
Canals. The petition of William Biake for a pension: re 
ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. ‘The petition 


aA pension: referred to the Committee 


The petition of Susan Gratiot 


of Landon Carter to 
on Revolutionary Pensions. 
for allowance of claim: referred to the Committee of C iaiins. 
The remonestranee of W. Potts and Mary Potts, and 75 otf 
persone, citizens of White Water, Walworth county, W is- 
against the admission of Texas as a State. ‘The 
ind papers of ‘Thomas S. Franks, of Wisconsin, 
or compensation for property used by the United 
‘ referred to the Committee of Claims. 
By Mr. POLLOCK: ‘The petition of Samuel Jordan, o 
Milton, Pennsylvania, praving for a pens ! 
By Mr. HOLMES, of South Carolina: 
the heirs of Robert Sewall, tor commutat 
By Vir. RELFE: The petitions of citiz 
Missouri, praying the removal of the land offi 
in that State, to some more central pointin the distnet; ar 
asking that the petitions and rem 
sented on this subject, on file in the Clerk’s ofiice, 


mstlraneces hereto; 
drawn, and, together with the petition wow presen 
referred to the Committee on ° 

By Mr. VANCE: T petition and papers of $ 
Bulfinbargen, asking compensation for a tract of 
chased of the United States, and trom which he was 
at art hy an ad ‘ chan wit. 

ty Mr. TH | ! 
praving for a pension tora disability incurred while tt 
service of the United States during the late war with ¢ 
Britain. 

By Mr. HENLEY: The petition of the heirs of 
rancis Vie 

\ 

for a pension. 

By Mr. PETTIT: The petition of Francis Strother, pray- 
ing the redemption of money paid to him by the Govern 
ment, for services in the revolutionary war; which was 
read, and referred to the Committee on Revolationary 
Claims, 


petition of Jesse € 


Fr ; Vigo. 
leo, the petition of Andrew and John Moddrell, pr: 


IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, December 16, 1845. 

Mr. ALLEN eave notice that he should to-mor- 
row ask leave to introduce a joint resolution, advis- 
ing the President of the United States to give im- 
mediate notice to the Government of Great Britain 
of the termination of the joint occupancy of the 
Orevon Territory. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, presented the 
petition of Caleb Green, late clerk of the United 
States district court for the district of Louisiana, 
praying the passage of an act to refund to him an 
amount of office rent paid by him for the accom- 
modation of the records of his office; which was 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. SPEIGHT, in pursuance of notice given, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill pro- 
viding for the appropriation of alternate sections 
of the public lands for the improvement of Pear! 
river; which was read a first and second ume, and 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. CAMERON presented the memorial of the 
Philadelphia Board of Trade, praying an appro- 
priation for a survey of the Ohio river, with a 
view to its improvement by means of slack-water 
navigation; which was referred to the Committee 
on Roads and Canals. 

Mr. C. also presented a memorial of citizens of 
Western Pennsylvania and Ohio, praying the con- 
struction of a steamboat canal around the Falls of 
St. Mary’s; which was referred to the Committee 
on Roads and Canals. 

Mr. ©. further presented the petition of William 
W. Hubbell, of Philadelphia, asking an appro- 
priation for the purpose of defrayit o the expenses 
of proposed experimental trials of an explosive 
concussion shell, to be used for military purposes, 
invented by him: which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. STURGEON presented the petition of 
Mary Reeside, praying the payment of a sum of 
money found to be due her late husband, James 
Reeside, by the verdict of a jury in a suit institu- 
ted against him by the United States; which was 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 


Mr. JARNAGIN presented a memorial from 
the State Li cislature of Tenness« e, asking the re- 
linquishment to that State of certain lands lying 
south and west of the congressional reservation 
line, and a grant of land to the West Tennessee 
college at Jackson, in said State, for the purposes 
of education; which was ordered to be printed, 
and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. J. also,in pursuance of notice, asked and 
obtained leave to introduce a bill for the relief of 
John A. Russell, heir of William Russell, de- 


ceased; which was read a first and second time, | 
and referred to the Committee on Claims. 
Mr. DLX presented a memorial of the pilots of | 
> portefl New York, praying the repeal or mod- 
nof the act of March 2d, 1837, concerning 
viich was ordered to be printed and refer- 
Committee on Commerce. 
‘TIERTON gave notice of his intention 
"the Senate to introduce a bill pro- | 
ettiement of the claims of New | 
ainst the United States, 
iR offered the following resolution; 
der the ruie, lies over: 
That the Committee on Commerce be 
! to Inquire into the ex) ediency of estab- 


wort ol entry at Jersey city, in the State 


UPHAM presented a remonstrance of citi- 


ermont, against the admission of Texas 

Union as a slave State; which was laid 
table. 

nted the memorial of Vil- 

c ° ” ° 

‘the confirmation of his 

of Louisiana; 

to the Committee on Private 


the State 


} + 


a protest from the citizens 

Jeidlerson county, New York, against 

ission of ‘Texas into the Union with a con- 

stitution tolerating slavery; which was laid on the 
Llabie, 

Mr. HUNTINGTON presented a similar re- | 
monstrance from citizens of Connecticut; which 
also was laid on the table. 

Mr. LEVY ealled up the following resolution, 
offered by him on the 10th instant: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of War be required 
to transmit to this body a copy of the map of Flor- 
ida, recently prepared m the Bureau of 'Topograph- 

ical Engineers. 

‘The resolution was arreed to. 

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a mes- 
save from the President of the United States, trans- 


mitting a report from the Secretary of State, con- | 


taining the information called for by the resolution 
of the Senate of the 8th of January last, in relation 
to the claim of the owners of the brig General 
Armstrong against the Government of Portugal. 

On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, the 
message was ordered to be printed, and referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

The PRESIDENT also laid before the Senate 
a proposal from F. Jefferson & Co., to do the 
printing of said Senate, at an average reduction of 
33 per cent. ; which was laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDENT also presented a report of 
the Secretary of the Treasury, accompanied by a 


report of the Superintendent of the coast survey, | 


showing the progress made during the past year 
in the survey of the coast of the United States. 

Mr. FLUNTINGTON said that this report was 
a very important, interesting, and useful docu- 
ment, and much soucht after; and, therefore, 
moved that 250 copies be printed for the use of 
the office of the Superintendent of the coast sur- 
ve VV. : 

Mr. DAVIS suggested, as a modification of the 
motion, that a farther 250 copies of the report be 
printed for the use of the Senate; which modifica- 
tion was accepted by Mr. H., and the motion was 
acre ed to, 

Mr. BENTON presented the petition of sixty- 
four steamboat captains, navigating the western 
rivers, praying the construction of a canal around 


the falls of the Ohio river; which was referred to | 


the Committee on Roads and Canals. 


Mr. BREESE submitted the following resolu- | 


tion; which, under the rule, lies over: 

Resolved, That the remaining copies of Brevet | 
Captain Fremont’s reports of his expeditions to 
the Rocky mountains, and Territory of Oregon, | 
and heretofore ordered, with the maps and engrav- 
ings, to be printed for the use of the Senate, be 
bound in good muslin binding, under the direction 
of the Secretary of the Senate; proposals therefor | 
to be advertised by him in two newspapers of gen- | 
eral circulation, and the price thereof not to ex- | 
ceed fifty cents per copy. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, submitted the 
fllowing resolution; which, under the rule, lies 
over: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of in- | 
creasing the compensation of the United States 


' lina had mistaken the position assumed by 


district attorney for the district of Louisiana. ir 
consequence of the duties imposed upon his, by 
an act entitled ** An act to provide for the adins. 
* ment of’ land claims within the States of Missi... 
‘Arkansas, and Louisiana, and in those parts o> 
‘the States of Mississippi and Alabama south o¢ 
‘the 31st degree of north latitude, and betweey phy 
* Mississippi and Perdido rivers,’’ approved June 
17, 1844; and by the repeal of an act entitled «4 

* act to repeal an act for the better organization of 
‘the district court of the United States within th¢ 
‘State of Louisiana, and for other purposes,” 

proved February 3, 1845. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE, pursuant to notice ei, 
yesterday, asked and obtained leave to introduce. 
bill to amend an act confirming certain land elyiyy< 
in the State of Michigan; which was read a {irs 
and second time, and referred to the Committee 
Private Land Claims. 


t 


NATIONAL DEFENCE. 


The Senate then proceeded to the considerat 
of the resolutions submitted by Mr. Cass, ly 
the unfinished business of yesterday. 

Mr. NILES expressed his disinelination to 
lone the debate on these resolutions to any © 
extent. His mind was not without serious ‘do 
as to the course which had been pursued, i, 
was unprepared for the w ide range which the ¢ 
cussion had taken. Instead of being confined : 
the subject-matter of the resolutions, it had ¢o) 
into the question at large of the dispute betw: 
Great Britain and the United States. He wa: 
prepared for any definite action on the subject 
this time. It occurred to him that this precipita: 
debate might have, from the hasty manuer iy 
which gentlemen had expressed their sentimenis 
an unfavorable effect. If this measure did 
wear a war aspect, it had been so assuined on | 
other side; and in both countries the same efl 
was likely to be produced. These resolutions 
themselves were upon the table as presenting ; 
mere subject of inquiry or instruction to their own 
committees; and he presumed that they w 
have passed as a matter of course, without 0! se: 
vation, were they not, from the known sivte of | 
foreign relations,and from the debate which spr 
up in a desultory manner, so intimately conncet 
with the great question of the day. ‘There c 
be no harm in adopting those resolutions, tide 
pendently of their influence on this body. Ee! 
therefore, mainly, that the sentiments expressed 
on this subject by his friends were right, but that 
the question should have come up in some other 
form; and he candidly admitted that, taken in 
connexion with the debate, these resolutions did 
present somewhat a war aspect—covering, as they 
did, the whole ground of our national means of de- 
fence, naval and military. When viewed in con- 
nexion with the debate which followed their pre- 
sentation, and the disposition, as it appeared to 
him, on the other side, to make the impression that 
it was a preliminary step to put the country m an 
attitude of war, and that no other alternative was 
left, his friends were placed in a position he was 
not willing to sanction. He should vote for the 
resolutions, although it was more in conformity 
with his views that they should not be presen ed 
in such a form; but, as they were introduced, ! 
thought a much worse consequence would resv 
from voting against them. As the subject was sv 
connected with our relations with Great Britain, 
and had been debated, he would take the liberty 0! 
looking, for a moment, at the question. He «ic 
not, however, propose to go into it at any leng!. 

The question now submitted to them was, W!2t 
had Congress to do with the controversy 10 !'S 
present state? Was it our province to act or wast! 
more proper to leave in the hands of the President 


‘ 


e 
lt 
i 


i} ‘ . : . . 5 Pha - 
the negotiation which was in his charge? _ If he un 


derstood the gentleman from North Carolina, (Mr. 
Manevm,]—who took occasion, from his positiol, 
very properly to profess the utmost confidence - 
the Executive in this matter, and so much conh 
dence, if he understood the Senator correctly, |e! 
he was willing to leave the whole matter with him 
and that there was nothing for the Senate to do— 
it appeared to him the Senator from North Caro- 


te 


‘ 


| President in the Message. Instead of the matter 


. . 1 
|| being with the Executive, and not with them, - 
| understood it as directly the reverse. It was ™ 


longer with the Executive, but with them. G* at 
‘or small, the responsibility was with them, 2 
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she ereater responsibility devolved on them. The 
President had made a cone ession which had been 
rejected by the B ritish Plenipotentiary, who, with- 
out submitting any new proposition, sull ered the 
negotiation, on his” part, to drop. T he negotiation, 
: herefore, had been brought toaclose. He had 


eard no objection to the course of the Executive 


a 











‘» making this concession; although some were of 


opinion that he had y ielded tc 90 muc h. But, havine 
conceded so much, the negotiation was at an end. 
_ the Executive do more? Did gentlemen 
: to make further concessions ? He wou ld not 

o injustic e to them by such a supposi ith ym. He 
repe eated, the que stion had passed from the hands 
of the Executive to them, and they were now call- 
ed on to act in relation to it. And what ought to 
be their action? ‘That was the great question for 
them to consider. The President himself had re- 
commended certain things to be done in the present 
aspect of the controversy; and he took the recom- 
mendation—not because the President had advised 
them to do certain thines—not wholly for that rea- 


son, but because it appeared to him that the state of 


the controversy required that they should be — 


Whether or not we were now pursuing the pro- 
ner course, it was, tn his o7 — now too late to 
adopt the suggestion made by a distinguished Sen- 
r {Mr. Catnoun] not yet in his seat, to let the 
wuntte r rest ina condition of ** maste rly inactivity. 
That time had gone by. We are now called on 
by a new state of icuniueiiinine to act. The 
resent aspect of the controversy forces action 
upon us, and every one must see that the time has 
come Raren~ the question must be settled. Our 
eitize? 8 had gone to settle the country of Oregon, 
nd ¢ aimed” our protection, Every man must 
therefore see that the time had come when the 
question must be settled. Great Britain, as well 
as the United States, seemed to think that the time 


had come for the question to be settled. The con- 


troversy had been brought to a point—broken off 


for the present. And now, what was to be done? 
Should they recede? That they could not do. 
They must do something, for it had already been 
ascertained that the Executive could do nothing 
more; and it remained for Congress to act. But 
= at should they do? It seemed to him that the 
uty was plain—they must at least assert their 
rhts, and take such action as the position of the 
controve rsy with regard to the territory required. 
In relation to Oregon, the President had recom- 
mended that they should hold on to all the right 
they could, consistently with existing treaties, and 
that they take steps io disembarrass themselves 
from all entanglements, and then assert our entire 
ights over the territory. All they could do now, 
while these treaties exist, was to pursue the course 
recommended; and that was, to go at least as far 
as to assert our jurisdic tion, as had been done by 
Great Britain. "That Government had extended 
their laws over their own subjects in the territory, 
and had virtually annexed it to Canada. Con- 
ress were, then, he thought, called on to do the 
same for our citizens, who were every day going 
there in large numbers; and they demanded at our 
hands protection, Could we abandon them? No; 
they were citizens of the United States, and by re- 
1oving they did not forfeit their claim to our pro- 
u ection. 
iat territory, or take measures to poe them. 
0: ie of these we must do. C ongress wa calle od 
upon to do so, by extending over them our juris- 
iction. We can go thus far, and yet our any 
danger of war. The President also recommends 
another step: to give the notice provided for in the 
convention, and in this w ay terminate the joint 
occupatio n—yes, the joint occupation. What 
could have been the object of this joint occupancy 
ne yond that of a mere temporary provision? Could 
have been supposed that two separate juriadic- 
ti ms could be sustained in the same country ? 
Cert tainly not. It must have been a mere tempo- 


rary provision, for the purpose of preserving | 


X ace among those who inhabited the territ: ry. 
hat state of things hind gone by. 
had now bee come, or was rapidly bee oming, settled 
and civilized, and require da different action; we 
must how necessarily have the exclusive jurisdic- 
tion. The President recommends that both par- 
ties be restored to their original position. Th is he 
was prepared for, but he d id not regard it as nec 8 
sarily leadine toarupture. Notso. Heregarded 
- » on the ex ontrary, as necessary to preserve peace; 
vut he thought it incumbent on us to adopt other 


We must either abandon our claims to | 


The country | 


THE E 


measures looking to the possibility of an u i ada 


able result. It was an old, and had never ceased to 
bea wise maxim—* In peace prepare for war;”’ and 
he wished to see the country put in the best stat 
of defence. Great Britain was always prepared; 
she had in her possessions in every part of’ the 
world an extensive navy and me armament, 
and was always in a condition for war; | we 
were d fie rently situated. Li wer snouid b Mevit- 
able, however, it would be ereat folly in us not to 
prepare for the worst. He viewed these resolu- 
tions as preliminary to putting the country in a 
proper state to meet the exigency of war, if we 
are required to meet it. And why not? It had 


been said by the Sena 


tor from North Carolina that 
he wished the matter 


to be lefi in the hand oft the 





Executive. It was no longer ther And wil 
nay be the result, we should, with reasona! re- 
sirlit, prepare » for ne - orsit. But, for one, he not 
only hoped nal desired peace, but believed that we 


should pre serve it. i woul io further; f 


eelf he ean lered the ay settled the rn 

Seli, ne considered toe que nh setuied tae monrent 
' — * * . ’ 

either party renews the proposition of th it 

: i 7. : ° ‘ y: 

degree as the boundary line. He believed tl 


this pro Osition would be re newed, not on our 


part, but that Great Britain would offer it, when 
she found she could vet no more, and that we were 
not to be friehtened, bullied, or driven. He be- 


za 
lieved that there would be a peace 


La ° Tr} D>. : Lad san 4 ° cur ¢ 
tne matter, The President had seen fit to renew a 


ful terminati 


proposition formerly oiiered, as a basis of co 
mise, but it had been rejected; and now 
reasonable course 


nipro=- 
it was a 
3 to take any means 
to put the country in a state of defence. If the 
question at issue r, we 
by our 
preparations; but if not settled without war, we 


for Congres 


were settled without wa 
would lose nothing, except a few dollars, 


‘would be in a condition to defend ourselves, and 


| of uni uuimily. 
triotism on this side of the chamber, or the othe ry | 


avert disaster and defeat, and save the 


valuable 
, ; : jn 
lives of our people. ‘The course 


marked out in 
the resolutions, then, was so * plain that a way- 
faring man, are. ch a fool, need not err therein.”’ 
Much had been said about the display of patri- 
otism, and some had intimated that there had been 
a monopoly of it; but he thought such ideas ought 
to be excluded from the controvers y¢ spec ally as 
Senators on the other side had admitted that eve ry- 
thing consistent with justice and honor had been 
done | ry the Executive, and mode 
ciliation were required. He, = one, hoped, that 
on this que stion they would all act with a degree 
We wanted no profe ssions of pa- 


but would judge of the patriotism of all by their 


' acts and their votes, and not by their profe ssions. 


| (Mr. Cass,] had said that the two parties 


The Senator who introduced these reselutions, 
in Eng- 
land were united. He believed it was no new 
thing in that country. He believed it had always 
been so; but however much they were united on 


questions of foreign rel lations, and questions of 


territory or foreign possessions, he trusted that 
we also were one united people; and might we 
not hope that, on this question, we may exhibit 
a similar example of union? 'The Senator from 
Virginia [Mr. Ancuer] was pleased to remark, 
yesterday, 


NILEs) 


he Sk 


was ata loss to know the pre cise views Sena- 


| tor had of the proceedings which had taken place. 


Probably he alluded to a spirit—a war spirit—ap- 
prehe nded somewhere ; and that the adoption of 
measures which were called for by the occasion, 
would oe sh provocation of war, and that we 
should act in a manner so wanting in moderation 
and res aces to Great Britain, that our own meas- 
ures would necessarily produce war. If this con- 


struction was correct, he thought the Senator | 


would find himself mistaken, as far as this branch 
of Coneress was concerned. There was another 
view of the sul bject. In whatever spirit measures 
were adopted, they would be sent out to the world 
more boldly and fearlessly, and with more effect, 

than had been supposed. if anything they did 
would have a tendei ney to produce war, it would be 
the want of unanimity in the assertion of our rights. 

If, however, we apprehended war, we should adopt 
measures to resist, with undivided counsels. If 
we present a divided front, our great opponent will 
be led to infer that we enter into the controversy 
Ww ith one-half of the people againstus. She would 


| believe, as she did once be fore, that half the hearts 


of the people were with her. If anything, then, 
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ration and con- 


that he thought we could avoid war; | 
if not, if we were to have war, it would A sult from | 
| the proceedings of this chamber. He (Mr. 


vuld lead to war, it would be t! 
among ourselves. If we are divided by party | 


Y lites, 
that must have the effect of weakening 


e wantof harmony 


our etal 





lie hoped this would not be the ease. He would 
i Yr 1 fi many ay eal to his honorab| friend on 
{ ommel i . ne wa ied t ucy inderstood 
the duty they owed to their country. De rrecating 
war, as they did, he hoped they would so act as 
to ward « i th danger. He did not Wish to £0 to 
war. ti would iy nothing about the ambi- 
t l policy of the nation with which it was 
to be waged. Whatever might be said on this 
subject should make no ditflerenee here We 

ood on our own I hts, al d purs sued our own 
course. If dealing with a nation less powerful, 
ambitious, and grasping, we should insist on our 
rights; we should not diminish or relinquish our 


claims any sooner than if we were in ne 


yhahon 
with the > most powerful nation on earth. 


Llowever 


powerful | land is, we were called on to unite 
and to d fer id our own land. This was all that 
W isked—this was what we were capable of do- 
bier did Usk rany oth rcontroversy. lt war sh ruld 
come—il we are to be engaged in a contest with 
Great Britain—we are descended from the same 
g the hot St hina nenveee thenue? 

c:thesrne \ -Saxon blood courses throuch 


our veins; our arm is not yet ene rvated by a lor & 
possession of wealth, and a lene course of fuxu- 
rious habits; and it mav be our lot to make her 
realize the 


. , . ’ ‘ ‘yy 
peauuitul igure of the pott—** The ar- 

a. 

row Wik tt 


*s heart was feathered 
le hoped these res 
would pass with unanimity. 


} ’ 
tl prerces 1 eagi¢ 
’ 


from her own wing.”’ | yutions 


Senators would con- 
sider that the resolutions were here; and althouch 


the question might more a ype rly ¢ come up in some 
other fo rm, yet, if they sted them, we would be 
committed to the w or] id as dividing at the very 
outset. He hoped gentlemen would consider well 
before thie yY give ns r votes. In conclu: ion, he 
would only express the hope that, in all the meas- 


ures which the emergency might call for, our con- 
duct ought to show that, while we love peace, we 
fear not war. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN next addressed the Senate. 
He remarked that, in the resolutions themselves, he 
perceived nothing objectionable, and he was quite 
ready to vote for appropriations which might be 
deemed necessary at any time to place the coun- 
try ina state of complete defence, and to provide 
against the possible contingency of a war. The 
rem uks, however, which were made by the hon- 
orable Senator from Michigan, the mover of these 
resolutions, gave to them a peculiar significance, a 
peculiar degree of consequence and importance, 
under the circumstances in which they were placed. 
Those remarks, in fact, according to his under- 
standing, conveyed an assurance, and from a very 
high authority, too, that war might now be looked 
upon as almost inevitable; they were, as 
hanomible Senator could make them so,adeclaration 
of war. Remarks of that character were calcula- 
ted deeply to affect the interests of the people, and 
seriously to disturb the business of the country. 
He felt assured, therefore, that the Senator had 
not made them unadvisedly and without proper 
deliberation. As for this Government receding 
from the propositions she had already made, the 
Senator had said that he mentioned it oniy for the 
purpose of denouncing it. Our position, then, 
was fixed; and, according to the Senator from 
Michigan, unless Great Britain thought proper to 
recede, there must be war. ‘The Senator had asked, 
When did Great Britain ever recede? But more 
than this: they were informed that the President, 
in his Message, had recommended that notice 
should be olve n of the termination of joint occu- 
pancy; and the Senator had proceeded to say that, 
if the notice were given, war would be inevitable. 
They were, inde: d, then, according to the authority 
of the honorable Senator, standing on the very verge 
of war. Andif the whole Senate were of the same 
0} pinion, instead of adopting a resolution of inquiry 
which they were now calle d on to adopt, they 
—— at once employ themselves in making ev ery 

effort at preparation, ‘and putting on all their armor 
without any delay. 

Mr. CASS desired to explain. He did not say 
‘hat war was inevitable, but that if England. at 
the expiration of the year, persisted in the prac- 
tical assertion of her claim to the Territory of 
Oregon, it would lead toa war. He had stated 
yesterday, and he would repeat it now, that he 
believed England would persist in that ¢ laim. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Under these imposing 


far as the 


Sih poner 


1 
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circumstances, we may well ask of the watchman, 
What of the night? What are we to do? I take 
for granted that we shall give the notice of the ter- 
mination of the joint occupancy; and if we do, 
the Senator tells us there must be war! 

Mr. CASS. But L added, as I now do, if Eng- 
land persist, as I believe she will, in practically 
asserting her claim! 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Then the Senator wishes 
to be understood as speaking qualifiedly. I would 
be very glad to hear any explanation from the 
honorable Senator by which public auxiety might 
be relieved. 

Mr. CASS said he could give no such explana- 

His opinion, if the Senator desired to hear 
it, was, that we are almost on the verge of war; 
for he believed that England would persist in her 


Se eae ee eee 


tion, 


claim. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN said that these moment- 
ous announcements were calculated, he thought, 
to create very great apprehensions in the public 
mind, particularly when coupled with other re- 
marks of the same nature, made by the honorable 
Senator. After, for instance . informing the Senate 


that England was not in the habit of receding 
from any pretension which she once sets up, 
thouech we cannot settle the differences in any 


other way, he yet repudiates the idea of arbitra- 
tion. Well, then, what was the conclusion 
which the honorable Senator arrived ? 
war was ine vitable. 

Mr. CASS observed that he did not wish to 
convey any other idea than that he very much 
feared war would ensue, because he believed that 
England would persist in her pretensions. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN now understood the Sen- 
ator to say that he believed England would persist 
in asserting her claim to the whole of the Oregon 
"L's rritory. 

Mr. CASS. That is it. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Well, after the speech 
of the Senator of yesterday, that is something of 
a retraction. 

Mr. CASS. Ido not retract a single word. |] 
will repeat what I said. [Mr. C, here ] roduced a 
copy of the report of his spee ch, as prepare d by 
himself for the Union, and read the passage re- 
ferred to.] 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Now I am totally ata 
Does the gentleman mean that if we give 
the notice—and he thinks we ought to give it—war 
will necessarily follow ? 

Mr. CASS.” If, at the expiration of the year, 
Eneland persists in her claim. I cannot say what 
she will do, but I believe she will persist. ; 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. The then at 
leneth, instead of announcing an inevitable infer- 
ence, makes his inference contingent upon the hap- 
pening of other events—upon the concurrence of 
other circumstances. His conclusion, to be com- 
plete, will require various other facts: such as that 
Great Britain will, at the end of the year, take hos- 
tile possession of the whole territory. It might 
be very fairly inferred that such a course on the 
part of Great Britain would lead to a war: and if 
the Senator desired to make out a case somewhat 
stronger, let him suppose that Great Britain should 
land her forces and take possession of the city of 
Charleston, or Norfolk, or Baltimore. In short, 
the meaning of the Senator, after all, was, that war 
would inevitably take place, provided the grounds 
for war were hereafter supplied. He had at first 
feared that the announcement made by the Senator 
would have the effect to create a false alarm: and 
this effect he thought the more likely to be pro- 
duced by reason of the high character and stand- | 
ing of the Senator; not from his personal and pri- 
vate character and standing al 


at 


loss, 


Senator 








lone, but from the inti- 
mate and confidential relations which he was sup- 

a posed to bear to the present Chief Magistrate of 
the nation. It would be very naturally supposed 

i that declarations of so momentous a character 
; would not be made without the knowledge of the 

sentiments entertained by the Administration. 
Taking all these considerations together, he was 
somewhat under the impression that the authority 

; given so apparently in earnest must be set down 
as an evidence that, in the opinion of the Senator 
from Michigan, there was to be war. 

Sir, (continued Mr. Crrrrenpen,) I do not my- 
self believe—speaking with all due deference for 
the distinguished Senator—that we are to havea 
war. I have never been able to realize to my 
mind that a war could possibly grow up between 
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It was that | 








two such nations as the United States and Great || 


Britain, out of such a cause. Is it possible that | 
we cannot settle the boundary of a distant strip of 
territory, of no great value either, without a war? | 
Cannot the diplomacy of the country settle a ques- | 
tion of this sort, without imbruing the hands of! 
the two nations in blood? What is their wisdom | 
worth—whiat is their diplomacy worth—if this be 
the case? Sir, it ought to be settled; itis a dis- 
credit to the two Governments that it Is not set-| 
tled. There is no question of insulted honor—no | 
question of national character involved. This is | 
but a question regarding some portion of a distant | 
anon haee n territory, that has been in dispute for | 
thirty or forty years. I have more eouidenca in 
the wisdom, humanity, and intelligence of the two | 
Governments, than to suppose it possible that 
from such a cause war can arise. And while 1} 
say this, I repeat that I perfectly agree with the 
sentiments expressed by the Senator from North | 
Carolina, [Mr. Maneum,] and the Senator from 
Virginia, [|Mr. Ancuer,] yesterday, that if war | 
should come, I believe we shall see the whole | 
Union rally round the national standard, united as | 
asingleman. Before the actual occurrence of war, | 
we may battle among ourselves; but when it 
comes, there is no neutral ground to stand upon. | 
But who is there that desires a war? None, I} 
trust. All say it is to be deprecated and avoided ; 
and [ trust that everything will be done on our | 
part that honor and policy permits to be done to 
avoid it. 

But we are now called upon to give notice of the 
termination of the joint occupancy; and we are 
told that, connected with other circumstances, war | 
is to be the consequence of that notice. Will it be | 
I think it ought not, and will not, unless we | 
commit a very egregious blunder. But if, as the 
Senator says, we are in the path which leads to 
war, let us march slowly and firmly upon it. Let 
us be firm, self-possessed, and slow. We shall 
not be the less formidable to our enemies while | 
advancing thus, than if we pursue the path as if | 
reckless of all consequences, wheresoever it may | 
lead us. Let us, then, if we are to give the notice 
—and I think we cannot well avoid it—instead of 
civing the precise notice indicated, let us give no- | 
tice to take effect two years hence: it will not the | 
less indicate our firmness and our determination. 


sor 


Let us not act like a spiteful landlord giving no- |, 


tice to a tenant, and limiting our tenant to the | 
shortest possible time; but give time for reflection 
and negotiation. We ought not to be hasty or 
careless of giving insult to any people, much less | 
to those whom by character and by lineage we | 
resemble so nearly. The question of settlement of | 
mere matters of interest may be difficult enough; | 
but an insult is much more difficult of settlement | 
between two high-spirited nations. Let us, then, | 
travel on with a firm and steady step, cautiously, | 
boldly, and at the same time manifesting a willing- | 
ness to secure an amicable adjustment of difficul- | 
ties in preference to war. 

Mr. CASS. Ihave nota word to say. If the | 
gentleman will lend me the paper, I will read what | 
I did say. What I said is correctly reported in 
the Union. Here it is, and I repeat it as I find it | 
here, word for word: 

*<T take it for granted that we shall give the no- 
* tice recommended by the President; for, if we do 
‘uot, we shall leave the people of Oregon without 
a government, or with an impracticable one; and, | 
in either event, the country 1s lost to us, and, the | 
notice being given, in twelve months, without an 
abandonment of a large portion of her claim, we 
shall find ourselves involved in a war with Eng- 
‘land.”’ 

‘This is what T said, and what I now reiterate. 

Mr. WEBSTER said he did not propose to offer 
any opposition whatever to the passage of the reso- 
lutions, though he could not perceive that there was 
any very great necessity for their adoption. It did 
not appear to him that they charged the commit- 
tees with any especial new duty. Inquiry into the 
matters here suggested was the ordinary duty of 
the « mmittees, and he did not think there were 
any extraordinary circumstances existing which 
rendered it necessary on this occasion to instruct | 
them by a resolution of the Senate, or to stimulate 
them in the performance of an established duty. 
Nevertheless, he regretted the introduction of these 
resolutions, combined as they were with the re- 
marks which the Senator from Michigan had |} 
thought proper to address to the Senate, because | 
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he agreed with the Senator from Kentucky. th»; 
their introduction in that manner appeared to a 

something to them of significance which wi, 
create unnecessary alarm. Every member of +}, 
Senate knew, and every man of intelligence kney 

that unnecessary alarm and apprehension ah sh 
the preservation of the public peace was a or cS 
evil. It disturbed the business of the country. 

disturbed the calculations of men; it deranged +), 
pursuits of life, and even, to a great extent, chayoog 
the circumstances of the whole business of 3! 
country. This truth will be felt more e pecially 
by every gentleman acquainted or connected wi; 
the seaboard. They all knew what an IMMense 
amount of property was afloat upon the ocean, ; 

ried there by our citizens in the prosecution of th, 
maritime pursuits. They all knew that a rumor 
war, or the breath of a rumor of war, would 


would 


atiect 


| the value of that property. They all knew wha; 


effect it would have upon insurances. They 
knew what immense amounts of property on shor 
would be effected by the agitation of public opip- 


_lon upon an intimation of the disturbance of ¢, 


pacific relations existing between this country and 
foreign States. . 

Sir, (said Mr. W.) there are two ways, in eithe 
of which a Government may proceed—and wh 
I have stated them I think it will be obvious to 
every one which is the wisest. We may, if w 
choose, create alarm and apprehension. We may, 
if we are wiser, cause no unnecessary alarm, by 
make quiet, thorough, just, politic, statesman! 
provision for the future. 

Mr. President, ] am entirely of the opinion of 
the Senator from Kentucky. I have not been ab)! 
to bring myself to believe that war will grow ou 
of this matter, certainly not immediately; and | 
think I cannot be mistaken when [ say that 
recommendations which the Chief Mazistrate 
made to Congress did not show that he expect 
war. I think it impossible to mistake the mean- 
ing of the President. He does not expect war. 
Looking at the state of things around us, and at 
what is stated by the Executive, I cannot beliey 
that he apprehends any danger. 

Sir, 1 abstain cautiously from offering any re- 
mark upon that portion of the Message which re- 
fers to the negotiation. 1 abstain with equal ca 
from any remark upon a correspondence which 
has been published. Ido not wish to say whet 
it does appear from that correspondence that ne- 
gotiation is so completely and entirely at an end 
that no amicable disposition of the question may 
be looked for hereafter from a diplomatic source. 
It is enough for me, in order to accomplish all 
yvurposes of these few remarks, to say, that, whl 
. incapable of bringing myself to the belie? 
that the President apprehends any immediate dan- 
ger of war, 1 may be allowed to suppose, or to 
imagine, that he (the President) may entertain an 
opinion similar to that which has been expressed 
this morning by the Senator from Connecticut. He 
may possibly look for propositions to come from 
the other side, having communicated the ultn 
tum of this Government. Whether it be in this 
view or upon other grounds that the expectation 
is entertained, it is enough for me to deprecate any 
false alarm that may arise to-disturb the tanqul- 
lity of the country. 

The President may feel, as I am bound to sup- 
ose he does feel, the full weight of the responsi- 
Dility which attaches to him in relation to every 
interest of this country, and the greatest of all in- 
terests, the peace of the country. Lam bound to 
suppose he understands the position in which he 
is placed, and that he judges wisely as to the ex- 
tent to which he should go in submitting propo- 
sitions to Congress. Therefore, I entirely concur 
in the opinion which has been expressed, that he 
cannot regard the present position of affairs as 
leading to ahy immediate danger of war. ‘ 

Acting upon these conclusions, (said Mr. W.) 
and entertaining these views, all the regret I feel at 
the introduction of these resolutions is, as I have 
said, that, accompanied with the remarks which 
fell from the honorable Senator when he called 
them up, they might have a tendency to create th- 
necessary alarm. He trusted that every membei 
of the community would perceive that it was he- 
cessary to suppress all alarm; and, as far as he 
was concerned, if gentlemen thought that the time 
had come for enlarging the defences of the coun- 
try, for augmenting the army and the navy, he 
was ready to co-operate with them. 
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Mr. W. concluded ty expressing the hope the at, 
while they did every thing that was necessary for 
the preserve xtion of the honor and the interests of 
the country, they would abstain from abuadieal r any 
nt cena alarm in the public mind. 

- SEVIER. The ok are mere resolutions of 
: airy, such as are submitted at every session of 
si ress; and it strikes me with no little ee ise 


u 


that no inquiry, no re ference to the subject of 


Orecon, can be ‘made on this floor, without encoun- 
» opposition. Whenever any such inquiries 
or refere nces are made, the cry is immediately 
raised—** Beware ! 1? «6 Take care lest you provoke 
war!” Weare admonished, in the most pathet- 
ic terms, to be extreme ly cautious in our speech— 
», he warv of our utterances—to be care ful lest we 
urb the business pursuits of this country. Even 
when it is admitted on all hands that pre} ~arations 
ht to be made for the purpose of putting the 
country In a proper posture of defe nee, sull we 
told that we must do it with padloc ke on our 
ps—we must go about the discharge of our duty 
hy stealth! I have had occasion heretofore to 
comment on this strange feature in our proceed- 
:, as I comment now; and [ really can hardly 
Gad words to express the astonishment with which 
| have listened to admonitions, and appeals, and 
solemn invocations, all put forth on the ground 
we cannot undertake any measures for the 
defence of our country; that we cannot do what, 


rn 
terul 


; American citizens, we may think the interests of 


e country demand, for fear of producing ¢ panic— 
for fear of exciting ap pre hension—for fear of pro- 
yoking the host ility of an opposing forel gn power. 
Every effort for the see urity of the country, which 
patriotic devotion to the maintenance of the na- 

or honor may prompt, appears to be met in 
some quarters with the ery—‘Oh! the British! 
‘the British will blockade our Atlantic coast, and 
‘destroy all our commerce.” 

My friend from Michigan has been pretty well 

‘hised this morning—he has been que stioned 
vith a great deal of perseverance, for the purpose 
* ascertaining whether he supposes that war is 

ly to ensue between us and Gre: it Britain. A 
anneal degree of nervous anxiety appears to 
lave been excited relative to the probability of 

whawar. Well, now, in my humble opinion, 
war willecome. Why? I think so for two rea- 

mis: one is, that Great Britain has never receded 
from any posters till forced to recede. And it 
s been her bullying that has secured for her the 
pect of all Europe. She is a court-house bully, 

d, in her bullying, in my opinion, lies all her 

g * Now, she must be forced to recede. 

"like any of our western bullies, who, when 
once conquered, can be kicked by everybody from 
one end of the country to the other, England will, 
iu case she do not peacefully ree ede with the best 

> she can from her position on this question, 
recelve once more that salutary lesson which we 
ive onmore than one occasion already taught her. 
Ou! but we are admonished to think of the peace 
ot Great Britain. The gentleman knows very lit- 

of the people I represent, and amongst whom I 

‘ born, and among whom I have lived, if he 
pposes that they Ww ill ever hesitate in the path of 
youon to their country for fear of interrupting 
peace of Great Britain, or any other country. 
it oy nite ‘men suppose the people west of the moun- 
‘ans would ever give up an inch of territory rig ghtly 

mging to them because it h: ippened to be claim- 
by Great Britain or any other Power, they do 
‘know them asIdo. TI should like very much 
lideed to hear any one get on the stump in my 
of the country, sir, and undertake to tell us 
“it the President had established our claims to 
Vregon, and made it as plain as the avenue leading 
io the White House; but, inasmuch as there is 
vreat | danger that Great Britain may capture our 
ps, and burn our cities and towns, it is very 
roper for us to give notice that we will insist 
‘our claim, and make every preparation for its 
a enance, if nec essary, by force!—I need 
‘andy say ths at such a one, if he could be found, 
. _ be summarily treated as a traitor to his 
ountry. 
; But it is said that this is a ‘ small matter ;’* that 
one of controy ersy is not worth fighting ‘about. 


; AY, sir, a few pounds of tea in Boston harbor 


} 
{ 


' 


‘ 


W] 


re a few hundred ragged sailors were borne 


- ross the Atlantic, taken from a ship on the high — 


‘s,s many thought that these poor ragamuflins were 


a small matter! And during the last war, | 
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not worthy of the attention of the nation, lest we 
might get to a controversy with that great Power. 
And now we have again that ery—this is a small 
matter. What! gentlemen exclaim, is it possible 
that you will go to war about this small t rritory 
on tne Pacific, barren, and frozen, and all that— 
only five or six latitude: Is it possible, they ask 
us, with we Ll-atl: eted anxiety, is lif possioie Liat 
you will, for such a miserable spot, go to war with 
the mammoth Power of the European world! Mr. 
President, I will not waste the time of the Senate 
in re ply ing to such arguments as these. But my 
friend from Massachusetts is liberal. He says yor 
ay nh ike hese preparations for Wary but, he adds, 
very s sionifi cantly, ** ieep dark; On! be sure you 
keep dark! If you don’t keep dark the Briush 
will come and destroy us.”’ 

Mr. WEBSTER. ‘The honorable gentleman 
misrepresents, unintentionally, what I said. IT said 
that it appeared to me it would be wiser were we 
to go on steadily, quietly, etiectively, making pre- 
parations, rather than excite alarm without making 
adequate preparations. But I said nothing about 
keeping dark ; and the darkness exisis ouly in the 
Senator’s understanding of my remarks. 

Mr. SEVIER. Ah! then the gentleman means 
that we are to go on very quiedy, and very etlect- 
ually, and very steadily—but, above all, very qui- 
etly. Well, sur, l can only say that 1 would taik 
a little louder to Great Britain than to any other 
Power. I will never speak in a whisper to her, 
There may be something going on which L know 
nothing about in the way of negotiation; but | 
would just as soon quit now as not. by refusing 
to arbitrate, it may, 
claim; and it may be so; and perhaps some of us 


1 
A 


perhaps, be said we lmipair our 


may think there is not an honest man on any 
throne in Europe—and this also may be so for 
aught [ know. When | see such billing and coo- 
ing between France and Logland; and whea | 
think the Emperor of Russia may not desire to 
have so near his territory a set of men who read 
Paine’s Rights of Man, and whistle ** Yankee 
Doodle,”’ 1 feel disposed to settle the matier at 
once b by force of ou inpowder. 

1 consider that the President acted wisely—very 
wisely—in keeping the case in its present posit ion, 
and in giving the mtimation of taking possession 
after twelve months notice, and then to hold it— 
yes, sir, to hold it by the force of that rascally 
influence called gunpowder. That’s my opinion, 
‘These are plain common sense observations which 
I have oflered. We have taken our course. We 
have assumed our ground, and we cannot recede 
without dishonor. ‘l'alk of peace—-I tell you, sir, 
the people of this country des re no peace pur- 
chased by national dishouor. We have aren 
the Rubicon. We must siand by the positon as 


_ sumed by the President. Lam anxious to have the 


committees organized. In accordance with that 
desire, 1 refrained yesterday from making any re- 
marks, and sol had intended to have retramed 
to-day; but when | hear so much about cauuon— 
when | hear gentlemen exclaiming, take care what 
you do—proe eed slowly , and gently, and silent- 
ly — —and all for what purpose f—WhY, if you do 
otherwise, Great Britain may be displeased: then, 
sir, | could not, in justice to my own feelings, or 
to those whom I represent, remain silent—l could 
not refrain from expressing my dissent from all 
such logic and all such advice. 


Mr. BERRIEN. There is a portion of the 


people of these United States of a diverse way of 


thinking from that of the Senator from Arkansas; 
and, standing here as the representative of citizens 
as anxious about our national intere sts and our 
national honor as any other body of citizens in the 
Union, I think it right to say a few words as to 
the feelings of these people, as well as my own. 
He understood the resolutions introduced by the 
Senator from Michigan, as formal resolutions to 
maintain national rights; and desired, before the 
debate closed, to say a few words in : relation to 
them. He agreed with Senators who had pre- 


| ceded hinr in the debate, that the resolutions, con- 


sidered in themselves, were particularly harmless 
—an inoffensive exercise of a right which belonged 
to every Government. More than that, they were 
in themselves wise and proper; for, at all times, 
it was the right and duty of a nation to make 
these inquines. If, theretore, it had pleased the 
Senator trom Michigan to have presented them to 
the Senate unaccompanied with any remarks on 
presenting them before this body, he (Mr. B.) 


should have had no hesitation in vetine in frvor of 
their adoption, and would have cheerfully ; 
esced in them. Ifthe subject had not been press 
out of order, before any of the standing comm 
tees had been annointed—hut for this trreeul: 
of proceedi: 7 r, the resolutions would hy 
entitled to be deliberately weiehed; and if. the 
Senator from Michioas “had believed and. said 
they were so important as to require adopt: 


(Mr. B.) would have acouteseed. But, in presen 


ing them, he had broucht the Senate at once to t! 
whole existing and unhanpy relations between t! 
two countries—the Untied States and Great B 


tain. In presenting them, too, he [the Senater 


from Michigan] had ealled the attention of Sena- 


tors to the remarks made six months aeo in the 
British Parliament by a leading member of that 
House, in relation to the state of their for ‘ 
relations—which remarks were uttered in ye 

to the President’s Inaugural: and the Se: ry 
que sted the nto cons! ler thre Opa ti | dl = 
ative of the feeling of Great Britain upon the w 
quest ion. The honorable Senator was, therefore, 
aware of the Importance that would be attached to 
him, and to anvthine that miecht fall from him en 
the subject, distineuished as he was, not only 

a diplomatist, but as a lecislator in the Senate, and 
isa soldier in the field; so that, in as fir as 
resolutions were to be considered, he micht as well 
have had his remarks incorporated with them. Hf: 
micht have becun with a distinet allusion to Gh 


Briain, He might have incorporated it in t 


resolutions by way of preambli , and then ked 
their adoption; and this course would have | 1) 
room for doubt, none for conjecture as to his mo 
tives. He told them that they were mere resolu 
tions of inquiry; but the honorable gentleman, by 
his introd ictory remarks, gave them a fixedness, 
by applying them to Great Britain distinetly, and 
left no room to doubt as to his motive: and if his 
views be correct, he had no desire to disturb or 

peaceful relations, but simply to provide for the 


security of the country. He (Mr. B.) fully eon 
curred with the Senator from Michigan in his 
views and anxiety not to disturb the P we af the 
country; and the question then arose, was it ¢ 
sirable, where it was simply a question as to t 
é xpedie ney of adopting sue h resolutions to have 
introduced them in the manner in whir . they had 
been presented by the Senator from Michigan. 
He (Mr. B.) presumed that it was not necessary 
to qu lify ourselves for entering into the dis 
sion by profe ssions of patriotism, Presenting the 
resolutions in the manner in which they had been 
ens bv the Senator from Michiran, was not only 
irregular, but it was a departure from the estab- 
lished usage of the Senate, and not called for by 
the exigencies of the case, or from any peeutiar 
aspect of their foreign relations. He thought 
these considerations should have had weicht with 
the Senator from Michigan. There was yet ano- 
ther aspect of the case. ‘The Constitution of the 
United States required that the President should 
rive them information, from time to time, on all 
matters of public moment, am d particularly on the 
subject of their forei an relations. In accordance 
with this provision, th Presid nt had done this, 
and brought before din in detail the whole ques- 
tion as to their foreign policy. He had also given 
his views very fully, and recommended the meas- 
ures which he thought desirable; and while the 
whole of the Messave remained on their table, and 
before it was taken up for consideration, the Sen- 
ator from Michigan called upon them to take an 
important step in relation to the most nnportant of 
all the subject-matter contained in the Messure. 
He would ask honorable Senators, Was this the 
usage? or was it an entire departure from the pre- 
scribed forms of the Senate? The rules in that 
chamber were adopted by those who preceded 
them; it was wise, on their part, to adhere to 
them, as they had ber en ratified by experience 
W hat was our attitude We have the Messave o - 
the Executive, which a not yet been referred to 
any committee—no commiitees are yet organized 
—yet we proceed to discuss at large ‘the most im- 
portant of the topics contained in the Message. He 
submitted honorable Senators if it would not 
have been more staid and prudent, under these 
circumstances, to have delayed this discuszion. 
There was yet another acpect in which he wish- 
ed to view the question; and that was, that the 
Senator from Michigan should also have consider- 
ed the state of the pending negotiation on this sub- 
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ject between them and Great Britain. He (Mr. B.) 
did not hesitate to declare, from the very face of the 
correspondence, that the negotiation was not at an 
end. He based his opinion on the language, if true, 
which was contained in the first protocol in the ne- 
parties. The negouation was 
a nevotiation that was entered into in the spirit of 
Compromise; would ask, What was com- 
What did it mean? What did it admit? 
did it exclude? Compromise admitted that 
had but it excluded the exclusive 
claim of They commenced, then, the ne- 
concession that Great Britain 
territory. ‘They admitted this 
when th y entertained the proposition of settle- 
to boundary. ‘The demarcation of boun- 
territory mutually claimed; the pro- 
and it was then withdrawn 
‘The 
embarrassed the nerotia- 
withdrawal, for 
he was directed by 
that there would 
and harmony ex- 
(Mr. b.) 
nh, Was this a termination of the ne- 
was it the appropriate 
Was in tl iis ae 
\ ith it in this 


\ 
rotiation between the 


and, he 
Promise 
What 
each rights; 
either. 

{ ation with the 
had rights im the 


ment as 
dary was for 
Postion was re jee ted: 
by the American ne 
withdrawal would have 
tion. But this 


the Ame 


the i’re 


rouator. 


was nota simple 
cretary said 
: ’ 

ident to express a hope 
ito the peace 


etween the 


be no Interruptio 


| two countries. tle 


time, when 
lHcate poston, to la- 
ssert an exciu- 
territory / Lie re- 
pleasure / the 


manner, and a 


w.e Of LIS 


to the w 
much Opinions eX- 


that floor hi retofore by an honor- 


hen the quesuon of 
consideration, as to 
of providing grants of land to estab- 
Iie recollected with great 
opinions expressed by a distinguish- 
South Carolina, not now im his 
had lately been again called out 
froin his retirement b 'y his admiring ” constituenc y- 
He (Mr. B.) could have wished that the course sug- 
pe Ste d by that honor: able Senator in relation to the 
subject-matter in debate had been pursued; but he 
feared the was gone by when they could 
avail themselves of these valuable Ne len ee 
Ife feared that Great Britain, admonished by the 
action of the two Houses of our national legisla- 
ture. would consider it time to bring this matter to 
a conclusion. But whenever Great Britain should 
move ina hostile manner upon this continent, all 
diversity of — between them would cease, 
and we 
distineti The President had recommended 
certain measures in his Message, and expressed 
his opinion fully upon them. On one of these he 
(Mr. B.) desired to make abrief remark. Besides 
the passage of the enactment which the President 
sugecests, he also recommended the giving of the 
months’ notice to Great Britain of the ter- 
mination of the occupancy of Oregon; and that 
notice wil pre yt vably be ¢ given. U pon this subject, 
hie would say that he would have preferred that the 
notice should originate with Great Britain; because 
it would place them in a more favorable atutude 
before the nations of the earth. He would have 
preferre dl it, too, because it would have placed us 
in a better - position before the work l, and would 
ruve had the « Te et of imme diately uniung our own 
le. Lie believed that the notice would have 
‘Iven by Great Britain, for the obvious rea- 
subjec *t-matter i 
at Britain more than ourselves. 


our pt 


‘ore th m tor 

propriety 
chain of on x 
hater jn ne 


seat bout 


who 


tine 


e shall | 


tions, 


twelve 


that the 
el Crre 


controve rsy_ con- 
Their 
y is cotermimous: ‘ople are settling it 
emigration Was going on there 

nsiderable extent, and increasing every year 
This would greatly embarrass Great Britain, and 
sive her a deeper interest in brit nging the negotiation 
toa favorable issue; and he would therefore prefer 
thatshe would give the notice, unless there was some 
reesonable object to be gained. He desired, how- 
x a poruon of the Union who feel 

in this que stion, to s LY, that in 
the exercise of the utmost power of imagination, he 
cid not see either of these two etvill ze cd and 
Christian pn ’o to war pan such a pre- 
contemplated. The Senator (Mr. 


t rapidity; 


pa ce 


ever, ? epresentin 


a double Inte resi 


h WW 
tions could 
text as was here 
on 


Sevier] told them that it wi as for seven degrees of 


} 
latitude ° 
. ’ 


God of merey! what was to be placed 
But was it a contest about 
rrees? In the true reading, it was but a 
contest for the navigation of the Columbia river, 
and to its northeastern branch. Was this a sub- 
upon which two nations so intimately con- 
it ected ’ 


} , 
e omer scaie 


even ae 


Jee 


simple act of 


occupation of 


found as one, without any party | 


as Great Britain and the United Siates— | 


awidie so many niin bindlag ’ thew to sedis 


other in mutual regard—was this a question upon 
which two such nations should draw the sword? 

We have a principle to maintain—not to allow a 
foreign Power to navigate a river running through 
our territory; and Great Britain had a principle to 
maintain—not to cut herself off from the naviga- 
tion. Shall we allow a foreign Power to navigate 
a river through our territory? Shall we, by this 
course of ours, obtain any object? Is the Colum- 
bia river navigable to the 49th degree of latitude ? 
Hie had never heard it so asserted. Yet for this 
mere phantom of r claim these great nations were 
to so to war. He did not believe it—the Senate 


did not believe it—and the country did not believe | 


it. Unless these two great nations were moved to 
it—perhaps by the press, or by these 
bates, he did not see how the subject-matter in 
controvelsy could possibly drive them to War. By 
the inte mperance of language 
of Parliament and the Congress of the United 
States, the pe ople may perhaps be so excited and 
influenced that war may depe nd on the turning of 
a hair. But he who shall be instrumental in plun- 
ving these two great nations in war for such an 


used in the Houses | 


exciting de- | 


object, May gain an immortality; but it will be an | 
immortality such as belongs to the character of | 


Kratostratus. 

Mr. ALLEN said that the discussion had un- 
derzone a change since yesterd: Ly, Which made it 
excusable, if not necessary, to submit a few gen- 
eral observations. Yesterday, the general question 
before the Senate seemed to be the propriety of 
passing these resolutions, which had been pre- 
viously intreduced by the Senator from Michigan 
(Mr. Cass.] ‘To-day, the discussion seemed to 
have changed its character. 

Mr. ARCHER made an explanation which was 
inaudible. He was merely understood to say that 
the Senator from Ohio was mistaken as regarded 
him [Mr. Ancuer.] He [Mr. 
pressed his intention to vote for the resolutions, 


Mr. ALLEN. 


sion to-day seemed to turn mainly on the taste and 


from Michigan, [Mr. Cass.] It was thought by 


Senators on the other side to bea speech caleu- || 


lated to excite unnecessary alarm in the public 
mind ;—a speech not called for by the exigenc 

of the times, 
oid affairs of ‘the country are known to be, or 
by the propriety which usually characterizes the 
order and arrangenrent of business of the Sen- 
ate. He desired to say; 
suggestions, that he did not agree with Senators 


Arcuer] had ex- | 


Be that as it might, the discus- | 


to say that, 
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apie to the full extent to the country 
speech of the Senator from Michigan, in his ; 
ment, was not calculated to produce 

clamor, or unnecessary alarm. Acc Ording ty } : 
view, the Senator had stated the truth With reo 
to the negotiation, and what would be the o, 
quence resulting from a perseveranee, on the 

of Great Britain, against our unlimited , lain 
whole of the Oregon Territory. What ; 
there in that?) Where was the hi arm in mas S 
tor’s expressing the opinion that, in his jude, 
this country ought to fight rather than , 
from their claim to a country which covered ff 
hundred millions of land on the Pacific hel, 
to the people of the United States? The s,.. 
from Georgia (Mr. Berrien] thought tha: 
for this little limb of land, and twelve and » | 
degrees of latitude, was a thing which wou) 
down on its authors the execration of al] post er 
and inasmuch as the Senator would not de; 
fact that no man would be justifiable in ine 2 
the execration, he meant to be understood, if p: 
in his opinion, it would be jus: 
proper and patriotic in the people of the | 
States to surrender the whole countr Y, rather t 
ficht. 

Mr. BERRIEN. The Senator does not des 
to misrepresent me. I said that for two; 
so intimately connected as we are to v9 to y 
for so inconsiderable an object, without first ¢; 
hausting every other means of amicable a 
ment, would be to subject themselves to th 
cration which he spoke of. 

Mr. ALLEN resumed. What means may | 
been left unexhausted he knew not. ' 
now rested with Great Britain. But, with » 
to a war, he undertook to repeat, that, rather | 
surrender the territory, he had no doubt the p: 
of the United States would compel the Governme: 
to fight for it, even if it were unwilling to d ) 80, 
And now in relation to the condition of t 
gotiation: It had been said the possible state 
might arise in which the forty-ninth degre: Lof 


any f 


i to 


|| tude might be taken as the line of mutual boun 
proprie ty of the speech delivered by the Senator | 


by the condition in which the mil | 


on the other side, that our preparations ought | 


to be made in quict; that the Senate were to give 


no publie reason for what they did to their own | 
constituency ; but, on the contrary, that the Senate | 


were to act openly in the possible contingency of | 


war, and not leave their constituents utterly unpre- | 
pared in their judgment and feelings, for the bel- | 


ligerenteondition. They were the representatives, 
or rather, were parts of the country, W hose eov- 
urnment existed not in the city of Washington, 


but in the hearts of millions of people, extended || 


_ repeated by his predecessors. 


He should be sorry to have that idea new 
from the floor of the Senate. The President of: 
United States submitted that proposition, a 


‘learned from documents communicated to ( 
| gress, 
judgment, give a free and full scope to his (1 - 


under circumstances which did not. i 


All 


sident’s) own will on the subject. He had fi 


| that a proposition of a similar character—identi 
| save and except the navigation of the Colum! 
in answer to several |! 


had been made by his predecessors, and had ly 
He came into power 
under the charge of a portion of the citizens 
the United States with being disposed to ploy 


, with his party, an aggrandizing part, (un) 


but still a charge;) to be disposed, at all hazar’s, 
to grasp the continent, even at the certain ¢ 
sequences of war that would follow. The Pre- 


sident was a man of judgment, possessing 


|| immense quantity of that thing which gives va" 


over a circumference of eight thousand miles. It | 
had been well said on that floor, that one of the | 


wisest methods of avoiding war was to prepare 
for it; but the only, or rather most effectual, pre- 


paration which could be made in the United States | 


for this state of things, was the preparation of the | 


When England understands 
has more to dréad than Congressional 
hes, and Congressiona ] votes, her arrogance 
may giveway ; but they (the Senate } would be doing 
manif est injustice to busine Ss, to it 1e country ° and 
the hearts of their constituenc y,if they closed their 
doors, or otherwise resorted to means of conceal- 
ing from them the true state of the country grow- 
ine out of our foreign relations. If a war should 
be brought about by members of Congress, by 


hearts of the people. 
that she 


sneec 


. * e a - i 
a system which stretched the veil between Con- 


cress and the people . in what a condition would 
the country be thrown? What would be the con- 
dition of that very commerce whose sails whiten 
every ocean, if the merchants of this country 
were to be lulled into a false security by those on 
the other side, who contended that war was not 
to follow? They would condemn, and justly, the 
Government, which, by secrecy and stealth, had 
brought about this very state of things. It was 
due to business men that the truth should be told. 


if there was a probability of war, it should be , 


'to the character of man—clear unclouded s 


He felt the high responsibility of the hig! 
tion—the highest station in the world—in w! 
the voice of the people had placed him. He 
as every true American must feel ; and i in his 
sare he told Congress that, from circum 
he felt himself constrained, to a certain degree, 
he himself declared, to offer, in the negotiation, 
forty-ninth degree of latitude as the basis of 
promise. From these circumstances he had been 
induced to make the proposition, and ne had stated 
the circumstances which led him to make it. 
President knew full well that, if the British 
position had been rejected, and war shou ld res 
the British would hold the vantage gro’ nd, 
bring against us the charge that we wo id no 
vance a step towards a compromise—that we had 
determined to go so far and no farther. The 
sident renewed the proposition, save and ex 
the concession of the nav igation of the Colu 
river, against his own convic tions, as he him 7 
said, not, however, involving our claim; = ‘e 
very instant it was submitted it was rejected, w" 
circumstances which seemed almost equiv? 
to inviting a rupture between the two nat 
The President had done all he could « 
move than, under any other circumstances 
would have done. The proposition he had 
had been hurled back, or rather rejected; ¢ 
for the time being, an end had been ot: to | 
negotiation. The proposition having been Fr 


1 


t) 









od, it was, of course, withdrawn. _And what fol- 
lowed the withdrawal? The 1 resident expressly 
denied the whole claim of Great Britain to the 
territory. The Secretary of State instantly ed 
dressed & powerful and conclusive argument to the 
British Government, covering: the enurety of our 
claim, and negativing the claims of England to a 
cinale foot of the territory. This was the position 
in which the matter stood; and we have got to 
stand to Our ground, or recede under a cloud. 
The Senator from Georgia [Mr. Berrten] seemed 
to suppose that the bare fact of making a com- 
promise a basis of negotiation implied a concession 
by this Government of some right on the part of 
tie British Government. But he (Mr, ALLEN) 
denied that a proposition to compromise conceded 
-vhts on either side, It abandoned, merely for 
the time being, material claims, not material rights. 
He therefore said that the Government of the 
United States, by an admission of this proposition, 
had never acknowledged the right of Great Britain 
to one inch of this territory to 54° 40’; beyond it 
we have no claim. All we have done was to 
recognise the existence of a claim—we recognised 
no right. In the treaty, or convention, stipulating 
for a joint occupation, the idea of that was utterly 
excluded—neither party acknowledging or deny- 
ing that of either; but agreeing, for the sake 
of peace, to an indefinite joint occupation of the 
country. The existence of this convention was, 

itself, a contract between the two countries, 

nd did not acknowledge the right of either to a 
fuot of the territory. The first convention was 
made on its face to terminate in ten years; it was 
confined to possession, and not to the right of the 
parties. The other convention, by which the first 
was renewed, was indefinite as to the term, but 
stipulated that either party, at a vear’s notice, 
might put an end to the possession. He said, then, 
that the United States did not acknowledge to 
Great Britain a single inch of territory on the Pa- 
cific. The Executive of the United States con- 
ceded no right to Great Britain: and the Govern- 
ment of the United States had placed itself, by the 
coercive circumstances of the case, brought about 
by English diplomacy, in a position from which 
could not recede short of 54° 40’. Wishing to 
ike the question, he asked the pardon of the 
enate for trespassing upon their patience, and 
pledged himself that he would speak no more upon 
the subject. 

Mr. J. M. CLAYTON wished to give a few 
reasons for his vote on the resolutions. He pro- 
tested against any construction which would im- 
ply that he was drawn from the immediate ques- 
tion involved in the resolutions. He had no inten- | 


it 
l 
S 
N 





tion to go into an argument whether we are to <o || 


to war with Great Britain or any other Power. 
He was for the defence of the country, and in- 
creasing the naval and military preparations, whe- 
ther we were to have war or not. For fifteen 
years past, if not much longer, we had been ina 
weak condition; our seacoast undefended, and but 
a small navy for so extensive a country as ours, 
rie remembered well, and gentlemen on that floor 
would recollect, that, after crimination and re- 
crimination On opposite sides of this chamber, the 
question was, Who was to blame? What party 
was to be censured? What class of men was to 
be blamed for having so lone neglected the de- 
ences of the country? About 1836, it will be re- 
membered, (the Senator from Missouri, now in his 
tye, Mr. Benton, will remember) that resolutions 
were introduced in this body, and in the course of 
cebate the party with which he (Mr. Crayton) 
acted was arraigned for refusing to vote for the | 
‘iree millions proposed as an amendment, in 

which they (the Whigs) were charged by their | 
opponents (the Democrats) with a want of patriot- 

ism. ‘They (the Whigs) were charged with an 

unwillingness to vote money necessary for the de- | 
ence of the country, and they attempted to defend | 
themselves against the acensation: and he was of | 
opinion, at the time, the charge was thrown back | 
on their political opponents. They had called | 
on the country to note the fact, that ever since || 
1829, and during that whole period, nothing had || 
oa for the effective defence of the country, || 
mM rat occasion a Senator from Pennsylvania, | 
i ia now occupying the situation of || 
he Sean State, presented to the Senate and to 

tet aa rya speech on our defenceless condi- | 
hi; rt pathetically appealed to the country, in 

‘s Strong and eloquent language, for aid to place 
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it ina proper condition for effective defence, and 
invoked the denunciation of the party which had 
left it so long undefended. It was thoucht at that 
time we were to have a war with France. He 
now asked the Senate and the country to look 
back through the legislation of Congress since 1835 
and 1836, and tell them (the Senate) what had been 
done by the party or parties in power. Whenall 
men admitted that the country was in a defence- 
less condition, and that we should be placed in a 
condition to meet a foreign enemy, what was done? 
Nothing; almost nothing! Forts which had cone 
down were permitted to remain so. The fortifi- 
cations in the Delaware river, which were burnt 
down, were still left in ruins. Not a gun was 
mounted all the way down from the city of Phila- 
delphia, on both sides the Delaware, except at 
Fort Mifflin. Atthe mouth of the river we h 

erected a breakwater, but it was left in an 
cient condition. Last war we were 


5 
id 
ineffi- 
assniled at 
this point, and the enemy kept annoyine us, until 
our best allies—the storms and frosts of wints 
compelled them to retreat. Now you have made 
safe harbor for them, not a step ha 


| been take 1 
For this 
reason he was in favor of the resolutions, whether 
we were to have war or not: but he did not wish 
to be understood by his vote that the country was 





to put this river in a state of defence. 


going to war. Assuming that the country was to 
remain at peace for vears to come—as a sé nsible 
man, he could not expect to remain at peace for- 
ever—and therefore it was their imperative duty 
to prepare for war herenfier. , 

The Senator from Connecticut [Mr. Nives] re- 


marked that the best means of preserving peace 
was, to prepare for war; and in the course of the 
remarks of the Senator from Ohio, [Mr. Aturn,] 
that centleman took occasion to sav, that one of 
the most important modes of preparing the coun- 
try for war and self-defence, was to prepare the 
hearts of the people for the war. The great mo- 
tive of the discussion, from this remark, he (Mr. 
Crayton) thought, was, that the hearts of the 
people might be prepared by the discussion for the 
war. 

Mr. ALLEN asked leave to explain. He made 
the remark with reference to what was said by the 
Senator from Massachusetts, [Mr. Wersrer,] 
that there were two modes of preparation: one of 
which was to prepare quietly, and the other was 
to prepare publicly, : 

Mr. WEBSTER replied, that the Senator was 
quite mistaken. Tle said there were two ways in 
which a government micht proceed—a wise and 
an unwise one. The one was, to create an appre- 
hension*that war must ensue, and make no pro- 
vision for it: and the other, and wiser one, was, not 
to create an apprehension, hut fo on and make 
effectual preparations to meet war, if war should 
come. 

Mr. ALLEN resnonded. I was examining the 
maxim, that in peace we should prepare for war: 
and I was showing the impossibilitv of acting on 
such a system in our country. The centleman 
from Delaware had stated that I assumed that it 
must be a preparation of the hearts of the people. 
When this discussion commenced, { did not know 
that a protracted debate would ensue. I took a 
part in it, beeanse T saw nothing in the speech of 
the Senator from Michiean calculated to create an 
alarm. I say, that if we are to levy taxes, for the 
purpose of increasing the army and navy, we 
must assion reasons in defence of our course. 
This was my idea; and we are, therefore, bound 
to prenare the will, the hearts of the people, for 
our measures. Coneress would he derelict from 


| its duty if it acted otherwise. There is no danger 


of alarming the American people; but we are 
bound to lay our reasons for our action hefore 
them, to show that we are not engaged in child’s 
play. I am always governed by the invariable 
maxim, that nothing should be kept secret from 
the people. 5 

Mr. CLAYTON. The explanation for which 
I gave way, has been as long asaspeech. The 
gentleman has not denied that he said this debate 
had for its object to prepare the hearts of the pneo- 
ple for war. And his meaning may be explained 
by another remark which fell from him, and which 
I desire to place in juxtaposition. He said that 
the people would compel the Government to go to 
war for Oregon. Now, then, we are to understand 


| that this discussion has been got up here to pre- 


pare the hearts of the people for war, and then the 


people are to compel the Government to go to 
war, ° 

Mr. ALLEN. Would the Senater from Dela- 
ware have the Government go to war agaist the 
fee lines of the peaple ? 

Mr. CLAYTON. No. But I would have the 
people instruct the Senators, and not that the Sen- 


ntors should instruct tne neonles that the 


Pea»mie 
should pre nare the he rurts of Sc nators, and not that 
Senators shou d prepare the hearts of the pe Opie. 
He remembered, some vears avo, that Senators 
shed themselves and the country into a war 
fever. A general apprehension went abroad that 
the country was going into war. ‘The Senate was 
nearly undivided on the subject of our northeast- 
em boundary. We were all unanimous against 
the awar | of the fs ne of the Netherlands. Wi ,on 
our side of the Senate, made a stend aramst the 
award, and some of our fi ends from the other 
ike row) d us, and we voted down the awara. 
There was as ereat a talk then about our indispu- 


table riehts as there is now: and there preva! 


as great an outery of indignation as now. Iw 
then [seid Mr. €.] a young member of the SNen- 
ite. and T was much a armed, and believed that 
we were on the eve of a war. Older Senato 


howe ver, continue a qiuuife calm: they felt no alu: 
ulty without war. here 


Was another oceasion wien as much pats 


We came outof that diih 


been now. There W 
a danver of a war with France. We yy sed r 


. lie 
lutions to insist on our rights. 


o Y t 
steam let oi, aS there ha 


‘There was q le 
as much talk of war—there were as many patri- 
otic speeches here, and in the other House, as we 
have had now. But that danger passe d off. And 
now, when there ts no greater matter than the 
navigation of a distant river in que stion, that two 
ereat and enlizhtened nations should go to way, is 
to me incredible. But if we do, from the moment 
that the declaration of war is made, | stand under 
the American flag, ready to fight for my country, 
as I hope every other man, here or elsewhere, will. 
Rut I look merely to the resolutions, and will not 
suppose the possibility of war. Let us not hold 
out to Great Britain the idea that we are about to 
eo to war. Let us not again lash ourselves and 
the country into a war fever, but go calmly into 
our preparations for national defence. We can- 
not build ships in haste. What we now have are 
hadly constructed. Works cannot be constructed 
hastily. Let us now make our preparations in 
time of peace, that whenever a rupture with any 
Power shall take place, we may be re ady. , 

Contrast our course with that of Great Britain. 
We talk, while she prepares. While we make 
speeches, day after day, she is pe rfecting her pre- 
parations. ; se : 

I will only add that, in giving my vote for these 
resolutions, I desire not to be understood as giving 
my opinion whether we are about to have war or 
peace. T am ready to go on With our preparations, 
under any circumstances. 

Mr. BREESE said that it was not his purpose 
to particinate in the discussion of the various mat- 
ters which had sprung up out of the resolutions 
under consideration, and it seemed to him some- 
what remarkable that so much should have been 
said relative to propositions on which both sides of 
the House were agreed. He had no doubt, from 
the opinions expressed, that the resolutions would 
be unanimously adopted: and he th wught it not an 
appropriate time to onen up the discussion of our 
rights to Oregon, or of the pcoliey to be pursur d 
in relation thereto: nor did he think it necessary 
for him to express an opinion as to what would be 
the result of action upon the resolutions, or upon 
the notice to terminate the joint occupancy of that 
territory. should it be given, and which he sin- 
cerely hoped would be given. These resolutions 
were merely resolutions of inquiry, not calculated 
to elicit debate. 

Mr. B. said he had merely risen for the purpose 
of correcting an error into which the Senator from 
Georgia (Mr. Berrien] had fallen, and which had 
heen adopted by the Senator from Delaware, [Mr. 
Crayton,] who had just taken his seat. They both 
seemed to think, and so argued, that the only 
matter in dispute between this country and Great 
Britain was the free navigation of the Columbia 
river, and that that matter was not worthy of con- 
test. Mr. B. did not so understand the question; 
the correspondence upon this subject showed clearly 
that questions of far greater importance than the 
mere navigation of a river were involved in the 
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present issue. As he (Mr. B.) understood it, the 
proposition by Great Britain was made by Strat- 
ford Canning to Mr. Rush, our Minister in Lon- 
don, to extend the parallel of 49° to that north- 
eastern branch of the Columbia, called MeGili 


vray’s river, to its junction with the main stream, | 


and thenee down the nuddle of the channel of that 
river lo the ocean, the navigation of the river be- 
ing in common between the two nations, 

This, as he understood it, was the last British 
prapo Pion, W hat did Lord John Russell Say 
upon this subject in the British Parliament, no 
longer avo than last April? Did he not say that 
no iere favorable proposition than this could be 

thmitted hy his Government? This, then, places 
ail the country north of 46° 18’, the mouth of the 
Columbia river, following the coast, in controver- 
sy: and af the jornt ove upancy is term nated, the 
hole territory even down to 4:39 Is li dispute. 


‘This proposition, if accepted, gives up the whole 


eonntry to Great Britam, and the hest part of it, 
even uf the }? irallel of 49° should be acee pted; for 
in the re~mion north of that parallel are all the best 
harbors, timber, and soil, and with a most delieht- 
ful and salubrious climate, 

Phe territory in question is not the narrow, 
worthless cou iy, that some or" nilemen seem lo 
suppose itto be. It is not a barren desert, but a 

tand beantiful country, far superior in natural 
viyantaces tothe Atlantic slope; and if it had been 
! fortune of our forefath: rs, the pilgrims in the 
hittls * Mayil mwwer,’’ to have landed their frail bark 
on that coast, instead of upon the bleak and deso- 
! hore of the Atlantic, the human imagination 
can sen cely conceive the height of gra ideur, 
wealth, and power, to which it would now have 
utiained, possessing, as it does, in a degree so 


much superior, all the elements of human h ippi- 
ness, and eve ry attribute essential to the prosperi- 
ty of man. 

In conclusion, Mr. B. said he rose simply for 
thre purpose of correcting the error of the rentle - 
men from Georgia and Delaware. When our 
whey in regard to Orecon should come pr yperly 
efore the Senate for discussion, he would endeavy- 
or to show the advantages, to us and to our race, 
of the whole of that territory; and for his part he 
would not give, by compromise or otherwise, any 
portion of it to Great Britain. With his consent, 
that Power should never have a position on that 
const, 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE said that the resolutions 
tr duce | } Vv his honorable colle avue were plain, 
sunple, and affirmed no principle which had been 
dented or questioned in the Senate. They were 
founded upon that emphatic and imperative duty 
Which is devolved upon the Congress of the United 
States, to provide for the public defences. The 
measure was one of peace, notof war ; since all will 
admit, and none better knew than those who im- 
posed this duty upon Congress, that there can be 
no better guaranty for the preservation of peace 
than a preparedness, and a manifest capacity to 
repel AYLTESSION W henever it comes. Uninfluence d, 
then, by what had been said in support of those 
resolutions, or against them—uninfluenced even by 
vhatsoever may seem peculiar or imposing in our 
relations with Great Britain—but, looking at the 
bearing and intrinsic merits of the resolutions 
alone, he could not see that they were in anywise 
obnoxious to censure or objection, but from the 
first they had seemed to be eminently proper and 
rigiit, 

Crentlemen had spoken of the fortifications along 
the Atlantic frontier as inadequate and ineffective, 
OF that, Mr. W. did not hold himself competent, 
from personal observation, to judge; nor did he 
know what might be the force or adequacy of the 
home squadron, nor the number and strength of 
our steamers and steam-batteries :—of all these, 
other gentlemen knew far more than he did; but 
this he knew, that that remote frontier from which 
he came, (Michie in,) 1s utterly naked of ade quate 
defences, especially if reference was had to that 
vast, comprehensive, and maguaificent system of 
nulitary plank-roads, railways, and canals, which, 
under the sanction of the Home Government, and 
with its patronage, is now rapidly approaching to 

‘ure completion—a system, the magnitude of 
which, and its wonderiul adaptation to both mili- 
tary and naval movements, few but those who had 
seen and studied it, could have any conception of. 
W ould that be considered a war measure (said Mr, 
W.) which proposed only to follow the example 





" 


Dee, 16. 


set us, but which lay far, very far behind that sys- _ first and second sections of said joint reso! 
tem of preparation which our neighbors there have | And whereas the people of the said Res), 


almost consummated, and which every wise nation Texas, by deputies in convention assembJed. y Wi 
ought to perform? ‘This was emphatically a peace | the consent of the existing Government, did a uM 
measure, and one which in no wise involved the | a constitution, and erect a new State, with a re, 
necessity of extending the sword over the broad | lican form of government, and in the name oy , 
field of our involved and complicated foreign re- || people of Texas, and by their authority, did op) 
lations. and declare that they assented to and accepted e 
For himself (Mr. W.) he was not prepared to || proposals, conditions, and guaranties contained : 
| believe that those complicated relations will be || said first and second sections of said reso ; 
permitted to terminate in war. We had already | And whereas the said constitution, with the y, 
passed a crisis, which, far more than our present || evidence of its adoption by the people of the Re 
relative condition, brought with it the most immi- | lic of Texas, has been transmitted to the Presi, 
nent danger of war, and yet we had passed by it; || of the United States, and laid before Coneress. 
the honor of the nation had been saved, and peace || conformity to the provisions of said joint res, 
had been preserved to us, Why, then, now anti- || ton: Therefore, 
cipate a result less propitious? Why now disturb Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Repres. 
the business of the country, and throw into dis- || gatives of the United States of America in Con 
order its p aceful and economical concerns, by & || asse mbled, That the State of Tk Xas_ shall i, 
premature discussion of topics that could hardly || and is hereby declared to be one, of the Uni. 
fail to produce such results? In the maturity of | States of America, and admitted into the Unio 
time those discussions might be appropriate and || an equal footing with the original States in all». y 
necessary; but that time he thought was not the speets whatever. oe 
present; it was with the naked resolutions: that Be it further resolved, That until the repres; 
they had now to do; it was not war, but a peace | shecnis bai deanna PAM We, pihiiiiettniand® woes ye: 
aes ; 1 : + 4 7: es in Congress snail be apportioned accord) 
measure, and he hoped it might be disposed of in ilieaall te ae Pree eee 
the ordinary mode in which the Senate is wont to || 2? ® MiGs CRMMMETRDOS OF ie tmnabitants of 
: a a ; x United States, the State of Texas shall be enti:icd 
dispose of similar resolutions, and he should there- ae en RL Si a " 
nes pe ene ca to choose two representatives, 
fore vote in favor of them. | 
Mr. JARNAGIN called for the yeas and nays; || Mr. HERRICK inquired of the Speaker whether 
which were ordered. ; / it would be in order to move that the resolu \ 
‘The question was then taken, and resulted: yeas || be laid on the table? ( 
48, nays none, as follows: The SPEAKER said such a motion would |; 
YEAS—Measrs. Allen, Archer, Ashley, Atchi- | in order. 
son, Atherton, Bagby, Barrow, Benton, Berrien, || Mr. HERRICK accordingly submitted it, and 
Breese, Cameron, Cass, Chalmers, Thomas Clay- | demanded the yeas and nays, which were sulse- ' 
ton, John M. Clayton, Colguiit, Corwin, Critten- || quently ordered. . 
den, Davis, Dayton, Dickimson, Dix, Fairfield, Mr. DOUGLASS rose to request Mr. MeCoy- 
Greene, Hannegan, Haywood, Huntington, Jar- | Nex. to withdraw the previous question. 
nagin, Jenness, Johnson of Louisiana, Levy, || Mr. RATHBUN rose to inquire where this 


Lewis, Mangum, Miller, Niles, Pearce, Penny- | joint resolution was; and whether it had been re- 
backer, Phelps, Semple, Sevier, Simmons, Speight, || ferred to any committee ? 


Sturgeon, ‘Turney, Upham, Webster, Westcott, | The SPEAKER explained that the resoluti 
and Woodbridge. i| had not been referred to any committee. It had 
NAYS—None. |, been reported from the Committee on the Terri 


Mr. HAYWOOD eave notice that to-morrow, || ries, and had been made the special order for this 
i ° d iF Lt at ’ » as . > stl Y eneross- 
at twelve o’clock, he would move the Senate to take day. It now came up on the » oraanP ve We 
up the order of the day, (the election of standing | AL and M: = ee 8 een co ; 
committees,) without reference to any other sub- || +*!22ama U es eeae itl es 
. a , revious question. But the gentleman from New 
ect or debate, excent a formal declaration of war v 7 l “ea 
1 > | York [Mr. Herrick] had moved that the reso 
|| tion be laid on the table, and that was the pend: 
ADMISSION OF TEXAS INTO THE UNION. || question. 
A message was received from the House of Mr. RATHBUN. I move that the resolution 
. eo ‘ » ° r 1 +! 
Representatives, stating that said House had pass- | be referred to the Committee of the Whole on ti 
ed a joint resolution, admitting the State of Texas || state of the Union. 


which might be brought up for discussion. 


into the Union; which was read a first and see- || The SPEAKER said the motion was not now 
ond time, and referred to the Comiittee on the || norder, ‘ ae . oa 
Judiciary. || ‘The question, Shall this joint resolution be laid 


on the table? was then taken. 
Previous to the annunciation of the vote, 
Mr. BURT, of South Carolina, rose and asked 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. to be allowed to record his vote. He stated 1 
Tvespar, December 16, 1845. he had been in attendance on the Committee 
Military Affairs, of which he was a member. T! 
committee had continued in session after the Hous 
met: unaware, however, of the fact that the House 
' had met. 
ADMISSION OF TEXAS. Mr. P. KING submitted that it would be against 
The SPEAKER announced that the business | te Tule for a member to vote who had not bei 
first in order would be the joint resolution, here- , within the bar when his name was called. 


The Senate then adjourned. 


The Journal of yesterday was read in part, and 
(the further reading having been dispensed with) | 
was approved. 


7 a Z > QSaowepr: “mireae 66 > "er t rote.” 
tofore reported by Mr. Dovexass, from the Com- || iy a pa ee ry _ vi Tai a 

> oe. @ ° . ° ‘ > | ss . o ema OULG are 
mittee on the ‘Territories, for the admission of the war. . ONG, tae Se ae 


State of Texas into the Union complish his object by simply asking leave to vol’ 
Mr. McCONNELL rose, and demanded two || !f that leave were refused. 


things: | The SPEAKER said, that to enable the genie 
First, the reading of the resolution; and, sec- || ™@" to vote, a ns vag of the rules and a vow 
hy ‘ 4 si ; § - : . ‘ 
ondly, the previous question. : of two-thirds would be required. 


And the resolution was read. as follows: Mr. KING said, that his objection had vn y 
to the precedent which would be established. 
recording of the vote in this instance might 
matter of no consequence, SO far as the genera 
Whereas the Congress of the United States, by | sult was concerned; but the case might arise 
a“ joint resolution,” approved March the Ist, 1845, || where a vote thus recorded might change the 
did consent that the territory properly included || sult of the question; and in this point of view I! 
within, and rig} tfully belonging to, the Republic of || was that he felt constrained to ask the yeas aud 
‘Texas, might be erected into a new State, to be nays. He repeated, that the gentleman could 
called the State of Texas, with a republican form || complish his object by simply making his mouon, 
of Government to be adopted by the people of said || if it were refused. 

republic by deputies in convention inciedind, with | The yeas and nays were not ordered. ise 
the consent of the existing Government, in order || And the question being taken on the motion © 
that the same might be admitted as one of the | Mr. Burr, and two-thirds not voting in the afm 
States of the Union; which consent of Congress || ative, it was rejected. 

was given upon certain conditions specified in the So Mr. B. was not allowed to vote. 


9 
ti 


Joint Resolution for the admission of the State of 
Texas into the Union. 
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; : Mr. WoOOD, of New York, asked leave to re- 
cord his yore. " . : = 
(he SPE AKER called the attention of the gen- 
icone oie refusal of the House, just signified 
maa 
~ \te, WOOD persisted in his motion for leave. 
Rut it was refused by the House. ? 
Vr, HARALSON (Chairman of the Committee 
on Military Affairs) rose to make an explanation. 
tro aid, that at the time of the meeting ot the 
: + al _that committee was in session. He had 
. =. into the House as soon after the adjourn- 
‘tof the committee as possible. The name of 
\ir. HenLey was being called as he (Mr. Harat- 
©) took his seat, though several names were 
ed as he passed down the bar. He thought he 
‘< within the bar before the name next to his 
wy had been called, though he could not speak 
i itively. Several gentlemen, however, had in- 
. raed him that such was the fact. And he sub- 
‘ced whether, in this view of the case, he should 
: he allowed to vote. . 
No objection being made, Mr. H. recorded his 
yote in the newative. 
Vy. MeCONNELL submitted a motion that 
mbers generally who had not voted, should be 
ywed to vote. 
Phe question was not entertained by the Chair. 
The result of the vote was then announced, as 
1ViOWS: 
yEAS—Messrs. Abbott, John Q. Adams, Ar- 
her nold, Ashmun, Blanchard, Buffington, William 
; W. Campbell, John G. Chapman, Collamer, 
- Cranston, Culver, Cummins, Darragh, Delano, 
1 ke ; xon, Ewing, Foot, Giddings, Grinnell, Hamp- 
, Harper, Herrick, Elias B. Holmes, Samuel 
0). Hubbard, Hudson, Washington Hunt, Joseph 
2, Ingersoll, Daniel P. King, Lewis, Mellvaine, 
Marsh, Pollock, Ramsey, Julius Rockwell, John 
N- EF \. Rockwell, Root, Runk, Schenck, Seaman, Sev- 
ranee, Truman Smith, Albert Smith, Caleb B. 


this snith, Stewart, Strong, Benjamin Thompson, 
1 re- F ‘Viiden, Vance, Vinton, White, Winthrop, and 
B Woodrafi—d2. 


NAYS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Anderson, 
inson, Baker, Barringer, Bayly, Bedinger, 
ton, Biggs, James Black, James A. Black, 
s wlin, Boyd, Brinkerhoff, Brodhead, Milton 
ross vn, William G. Brown, Cabell, John H. 
ipbell, Catheart, Augustus A. Chapman, R. 

I man, Chase, Chipman, Clarke, Cobb, Cocke, 
\ 1, Constable, Crozier, Cullom, Cunningham, 
el, Garrett Davis, Jefferson Davis, De Mott, 
bin, Dockery, Douglass, Dromgoole, Dunlap, 

vl, Erdman, Faran, Ficklin, Foster, Fries, 
rvin, Gentry, Giles, Goodyear, Gordon, Gra- 
u, Grider, Grover, Hamlin, Haralson, Henley, 
ard, Hoge, Isaac E. Holmes, Hopkins, 

ough, George S. Houston, Hungerford, James 
i. Hunt, Hunter, Charles J. Ingersoll, Jenkins, 
ws H. Johnson, Joseph Johnson, Andrew 
s0N, George W. Jones, Seaborn Jones, Pres- 

= King, ‘Thomas B. King, Lawrence, Leake, 
, Levin, Ligon, Lumpkin, Maclay, McClean, 

Clelland, MeClernand, McConnell, MeCrate, 
( Dowell, MeGaughey, McHenry, McKay, J. 
I! . Martin, Barclay Martin, Morris, Morse, Moul- 
, Niven, Norris, Owen, Parish, Payne, Perrill, 
verry, Pettit, Price, Rathbun, Reid, Relfe, Ritter, 


Hal 


overts, Russell, Sawtelle, Scammon, Seddon, 
against vexander D. Sims, Leonard H. Simms, Simp- 
rt beell “0, Thomas Smith, Robert Smith, Stanton, Ste- 

us, St. John, Strong, Sykes, Thibodeaux, 
a masson, James Thompson, Jacob Thompson, 
ge man, Tibbatts, Treadway, Trumbo, Went- 


* th, Wheaton, Wick, Williams, Woodward, 
‘oodworth, Yancey, Yell, and Young—142. 


e pw 50 the House determined that the resolution 
a a vor “ould not be laid on the table. 

oferene ; THE JOURNAL. 

d, The Mr. PETTIT, at this stage of the proceed- 
rht be a ,, ? fose to move an amendment of the Journal. 


‘“ regretted, he said, the practice which had been 
ht arise ‘dopted in this House of ispensing with its read- 
e the re- ‘it. He had not heen reported in either of the | 
P view .. \Spapers yesterday, and he thought he was in 
— e “same predicament so far as the Journal was 
houid af 


ene He had presented a petition from a 

“uwonary soldier, Francis Strother, praying 
“Teimbursed or paid for ceriain spurious or 
ae SS Money paid him for revolutionary ser- 


mouo!, 


+ 
1 


en In order that it might have the more pub- 
“ty, it had, on his (Mr. P.’s) request, been read 


sotIOn of 
e afirm- 


at the Clerk’s table: and it had been referred to 
the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. Of this, 
no mention appeared on the Journal. 
ryt 7 i 
( erTK 1 


he SPEAKER. The ‘ms the Chair 


that the petition is entered on the Journal in the 


|the papers. 


usual form. 
Mr. PETTITT. One word further. It is not 
done in connection—— 


Mr. MeCONNEL rose to order. 

Mir. PETIT called fer the reading of the Jour- 
nal, 

Some conversation followed; after which— 

The SPEAKER stated that the reading of the 
Journal havine been dispe ied with, the Clerk 
had permitted it to pass from his table with a view 
to its being printed. The Clerk had sent for it, 
stating at the same time that he was s 
the matter alluded to by the 
found in the proper place. 

Mr. PETTIT said he was satisfied it would not 
be found there any more than it had been found in 
The next motion he should make 
would be, to dispense with some of the reporters. 

[This idea seemed to tickle the House. | 

A pause ensued. 

After which, the Journal having been hroucht 
in, the Clerk read therefrom the usual notice of 


iuistied that 


: : 
rentieman would be 


| the presentation of the petition to which Mr, P. 
| had referred. 


Mr. PETTIT inquired whether that sheet had 
been presented to him as the Journal of the House 
this morning? 

The answer given, if any, was not heard. 

Mr. PETTIT then said it appeared on the Jour- 


| nal that he had also presented a petition from citi- 





} 


zens of Cincinnati. 


tinetly endorsed with the number of the petitioners, 


it was the petition of Joel Brown and four hundred | 
| others on a certain subject. He 


desired that the 
Journal should be amended so as to embrace these 
facts, 

Ordered accordingly. 

ADMISSION OF TEXAS. 

The SPEAKER now announced that the ques- 
tion before the House was on the engrossment of 
the joint resolution for the admission of the State 
of ‘Texas into the Union. And on that question 
the previous question had been demanded. ‘The 
question, therefore, was, Will the House second 
the demand for the previous question ? 
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‘The petition had been dis- | 


Mr. DOUGLASS rose, and said he desired to | 


say a few words by way of personal explanation. 

| Many dissentient cries in various parts of the 
hail, mingled here and there with a faint assent of 
“leave.” 


After a brief conversation between 


The SPEAKER proceeded to take the question 
on the demand for the previous question, 

And the affirmative vote stood 69. 

Mr. HAMLIN demanded tellers; and they were 
ordered accordingly. 


Mr. Gin-! 
| pines and the Speaker, and the House objecting 
| to hear Mr. Dovuctass, 


And the question having been again taken, the 


vote stood yeas 91, nays 85. 


So there was a second to the demand for the 


previous question. 

Mr. SCHENCK asked the yeas and nays on 
ordering the main question; which were ordered 
and taken. 

During this process some interruptions took 
place, on interrogatories from Messrs. Jones of 
‘Tennessee, P. Kine, and Morssr, as to the effect 
on the subject before the House of the refusal to 
order the main question. 

[The effect of such a refusal would have been to 
throw the subject from before the House for this 
day, and it would have come up again to-morrow 
on the question of ordering the main question. ] 

Mr. BRINKERHOFF inquired whether, if the 


House should now refuse to order the main ques- | 


tion, it would be in order to move to reconsider 
the vote by which the demand for the previous 
question had been seconded? 

The SPEAKER said it would not. 


Mr. McDOWELL explained that he had given | 


his vote in the negative, supposing that a majority 


| would so vote, and with the intention of moving a 
| reconsideration. 


But as it appeared that a ma- 
jority had seconded the demand, he should now 
record his vote in the affirmative. 

And the vote was then announced as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Atkinson, | 


er, Bayly, Bedinger, Biegs, James Black 
elt ! In k, Bowlin, be vd, mke! 
Brodhead, Milton Brown, William G. | Vil, 

t, € 1, John H. Campbell, Catheart, Au 
on s A. Chapman, Reuben Chapman, Cha 
Chipman, Clarke, Cobb, ¢ 


vwke, Cor ie, 4 
lom, Cunningham, Daniel, Jefferson Davis, Dx 
hin, Douelass, Dromeoole, Edsall, Erdman, ! . 
Ficklin, Foster, Gentry, Giles, Graham, H ‘ 
son, Henley, Hilliard, Hove, Eloy kins, George 8, 
Houston, E. W. Elubard, H ; 


hier, Charles a. 
lu ersoll, James Hi. Jol mn. Jo eph Jol 


Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones, Seaborn 
Jones, Thomas Butler King, Lawrence, Leake, 
Leib, Ligon, Lumpkin, M iv, Met i Be 
MeConnetl, MeCrate, McDowell, MeGauchey, 
MiceKay, John P. Martin, Barclay Marun, Me 
\I ’ ton, Norr 36 Payne ® 1 dlet th. i bs 
ry, Pettit, Price, Reid, Relfe, Ritter, Roberts, 
idon, Alexander D. Sims, Leonard H. S y 
Sunpson, ‘Thomas Smith, Robert Smith, ¢ ' 
Steph is, St. John, Strong, Sy kes, ‘TI OdeaUudr, 
homasson, James Thompson, Jacob Thompson, 
Thurman, Tibbatts, ‘Treadway, Wentwort! " 


Wick, William ® Woodward, W codworth, Yau 
cey, and Yell—108. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, John Quiney Adams, 
Anderson, Arnold, Ashmun, Baker, Pert 


Blanchard, Buffington, W. W. Campbell, John 
G. Chapman, Collamer, Collin, Crauston, ¢ ‘ 


Culver, Darragh, Garrett Davis, Delano, De Mo 


’ 
Dillin hh lin, Li Lon, Docke rV « Dunia , io i . 
Ewing, Foot, Fries, Garvin, Cauddings, Goodyear, 
Gordon, Grider, Grinnell, Grover, Hanlin, 
Hampton, Harper, Herrick, Elias B. Holes, 
Hough, John W. touston, Samuel D. TF . 
Hudso he Huon erfi rd, VV wshin ton Hlunt, ul 3 
Bb. Hunt, J eph R. Ingersoll, Jenkins, D Y 
Kine, Preston King, Lewis, MeClean, Me - 
land, Mellenry, Mellvaine, Marsh, Miller, Mor- 
ris, Niven, Owen, Parish, Pollock, R ‘. 
Rathbun, Julius Rockwell, John A. Roe! : 
Root, Runk, Russe i, Sawtelle, Schen: ke Se na 
Severance, ‘Truman Smith, Albert Smith, Caleb 
Bb. Smith, Stewart, Str rh n, Ber jeuranaey Chom . 
Tilden, Trumbo, Vance, Vinton, Wheaton, White, 
Winthrop, Wood, Woodruff, and You iv, 

So the House de ided that the niai i question 

1 


should now be taken: (which main qu 


on ordering the bill to a third reading.) 
Mr. C.J. INGERSOLL and Mr. SCHENCK 

asked for the yeas and nays, (which were subse- 

que ithy ordered.) 

Mr. McHENRY and Mr. COLLAMER called 


for a division, so as to take the 


stk) OW 


pu stion é peu 
on the first re solution. 7 


The SPEAKER deci 
not divisible. 

And the Clerk being about to call the roll— 

Mr. WASHINGTON HUNT rose and asked 
to be excused from voting; and 


— 


at the que stion was 


hae said hi Weil ict 
make a brief verbal statement of his reasoi 
It was conceded that this was one of the most 
important and momentous me 

been presented to the American C 
foundation of the Government. It was a mensure 
involving mizhty interests, leading t 


es that had eve r 


ped j 
it sineeée thie 


» Vast resuits, 
and which would affect the future destiny of this 
nation to an extent beyond the 


ye we r of Mua - 
tion to concelve, 


On such a measure he was now 
required to vote without an opportunity having 
been allowed for one word of debate or to exaniine 
the constitution which had been submitted 


in be- 
half of this new territory. 


He denounced the pro- 
ceeding as a violation of that freedom of diseussion 
and debate which was the right of an American 
freeman. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE and Mr. C. 
SOLL rose, and 
order. 

The SPEAKER (recognising Mr. Dromcoo te. ) 
The gentleman will state his point of order. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE. The gentleman has asked 
to be excused from voting. 


J. INGER- 


severally called Mr. Hung to 


He commences with 
a dissertation on the magnitude of the measure, 
and then proceeds to a denunciation of it. Is that 
a reason, such as is contemplated by the rule, why 
the gentleman should be excused from voting? — 

Mr. HUNT. If the House will allow me but 
i} moment, I will state specifically the reasons why 
I wish to be excused. I have no desire to take ad- 
vantage of the courtesy of the House. I submit 
that no member is bound to vote on so grave a 
question as this without having had an opportu- 


seen t 


(eee A 
vemtng 


vary 


enhance MOE aN em MOC OES OS OE OEE 


ses inane a pal be 


Ly se ere 


—ernincnns ace einai 


c 
3 
i] 
t 


eine «ten ae 


ins op ate pa 
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nity to express his opinions, and to offer such 
dments as he deems to his constituents 
refusing to vote, l am 

istained, not only by 

but by the country. ; 

RTH. I move that the 


amen cue 
and the country. And in 
pers vied that I shall be 
Ti tituent e ) 
r, WENT W( 


i 


i‘ ‘ 
* 

tleman be excused. 

Vir. CHAPMAN (to the Cuair.) Will the gen- 

tleman lowed to vote? 

[Several voices, ** Hope not.’’] 

‘The Speaxer did not reply. 

And Mr. tlunt was excused from voting. 

‘The main question was then taken, and decided 

follows: 

YEAS rs. Stephen Adams, Anderson, At- 

kinson, Baker, Barringer, Bayly, Jedinger, Biggs, 

James Black, Jas. A. Black, Bowlin, Boyd, Brink- 

erhoff, Brodhead, Milton Brown, Wm. G. Brown, 

Burt, Cabell, J. H. Campbell, Catheart, Augustus 

A. Chapman, Reuben Chapman, Chase, Chipman, 

Clarke, Cobb, Cocke, Colin, Constable, Crozier, 


now be 





Cullom, Cummins, Cunningham, Daniel, Jetfer- 
son Davis, De Mott, Dillingham, Dobbin, Dock- 
Douelass, Dromeoole, Dunlap, Elisworth, 
iMrdman, Karan, Ficklin, Foster, ries, Garvin, 


Gaentry, Geile Good 


ery, 


Q year, Gordon, Graham, Gri 
der, Grover, Hamlin, Haralson, Henley, Hilliard, 
ldove, H ipkins, Hough, George S. Houston, i. 
W. Hubard, Hungerford, James B. Hunt, Hun- 
ter, Charles J. Ingersoll, Jenkins, James H. John- 
son, Joseph Andrew Johnson, George 
W. Jones, Si :, Thomas B. King, Law- 
rence, Leake, Leib, Ligon, Lumpkin, Maclay, 
MeClean, McClelland, MeClernand, McConnell, 


Johnson, 


born J 
weorh Jone 


MeCrate, McDowell, McHenry, McKay, John 
?. Martin, Barclay Martin, Morris, Morse, 
Moulton, Niven, Norris, Owen, Parish, Payne, 


’ on, Perrill, Perry, Pettit, Price, Rathbun, 
p.w 


ul, Relfe, Roberts, Russell, Sawtelle, 
ddon, A. D. Sims, L. H. Simms, Simpson, 


« 1. Robert Smith. Stant Srant 
il i LOeT mith, SLANLON, Slepnens, 


Pay 
ivitte 


-. J hn, strong, Ovkes, Thibodeaux, Thor ia 
- vive son, Jacob Thompson, Thur- 
man, Tibbatts, Toombs, Treadway, Trumbo, 
Wentworth, Wick, Williams, Wilimot, Wood- 
ward, Woodworth, Yancey, Yell, and Young— 
141. 

NA YS—Messrs. 
Arnold, As! 
C'ny hell, J 


Coulve 


Abbott, John Quincy Adams, 
mun, Blanchard, Buffington, W. W. 
hn G. Chapman, Collamer, Cranston, 
r, VDarrach, Delano, Dixon, Ewing, Foot, 
Grinnell, Hampton, Harper, Herrick, 
John W. Houston, Samuel D. 
ph R. 


Loh INing, Le Wis, 


tuilas h. fioimes, 

t ’ LA } sane ] 

tnason, VWashineton tiunt, Jose 

Inversoll, Daniel P. Kine, Pre 
NA nt . at 





Levin icGiauchey, Mectivaine, Marsh, Muller, 
Pollock, Ramaey, Julius Rockwell, Jolin A. Rock- 

ell, Root, Runk, Schenek, Seaman, Severance, 
Truman Smith, Albert Smith, Caleb B. Smith, 
Stewert, Strohm, Benjamin ‘Thompson, Tilden, 
Vance, Vinton, W heat hh, White, W inthrop, 
Wood, and Woodruff—57. 

so the joint resolution was ordered to a third 
rendi at this time. 

(nd having been read a third time by its title; 
and the question being, ** Shall this joint resolution 


. 


Vir. JULIUS ROCKWELL (from among a host 
of competitors) obtained the floor, and inquired 
ther this question was debateable ? 
Phe SPEAKER, It is. 
ir. ROCKWELL thereupon addressed the 
opposing the further passace of these resolutions; 
and he took the present opportunity to give some 
of the rea ‘*h governed him tn that opposi- 
iron, because he had no other om ortunity, and 
there wus every reason to believe that this was the 
oniv moment which would be afforded him. Nor 
even now occupy the House 
ks on this subject, were it nt for 
tuation in which he stood. He was 
of the standing committee on 
rritories, to which these re solutions had been 


sons whi 


should he, perh 
th anv remar 

the peeultar 

o) of the 

thy Te 
: 


referred, ‘That reference took place on W ednes- 


members 


day of last week: at the close of the sitting of 
Congress of that day, notice was given by the 
chairman that the committee would meet on the 


and on Thursday, accordingly, the 
committee met, and the resolutions were forthwith 
reported to the House. The constitution agreed 
upon by the people of Texas, and submitted for 
the judement of Congress, had not on that day 
been printed, and Mr. R. had, consequently, been 


cay following: 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GL 


rte sald, that he rose for the purpose of 


afforded no opportunity to examine its details ; and 
it was not until ye sterday that thet document had 
been laid on the tables of members, or any oppor- | 
tunity allowed them for its examination. kven 
now he spoke without having had the requisite 
time for a clear understanding of ail its provisions. 
Nevertheless, with such light as he did possess, | 
he had risen briefly to submit his views, because | 
many of his own immediate constituents had pre- 

sented to this House remonstrances against the 

measure of annexauon. Many other citizens of | 
Massachusetts had done the same, and a similar | 
course had been pursued by very many in other 
Situated, therefore, as he was, he could 
do no more than seek every opportunity which 
might be presented to him, as their organ, to pre- 
sent their objections to the measure as he might 
be aoie. | 

These remonstrants were not exclusively of any 
political party, for they did not esteem this a party 
question. Such was its paramount importance 
to the present and future interests of the whole 
Union, that it rose far above all party considera- | 
tions, and it was not to be treated or thought of as 
Those of his own constituents 
who had signed these memoriais were of all the 
great partics in the community; not only of the | 
two great and leading parties which divided the 
country, but many of them belonged to what was 
called the Liberty party, as distinguished from the 
two. In behali of all these remonstrants, 
he claimed to occupy the brief period of time 
which would be at his command this day. 

Mr. R. said he should put his opposition to these | 
resolutions on no narrow ground. He was not | 
now opposed, nor should he ever be opposed, to | 
the extension of the jurisdiction of the United 
States and all our admirable institutions over any 
extent of territory which rightly belonged to us; 
nor was he opposed to the assertion of our rights 
to territory where those rights existed. His op- | 
position, and the opposition of his State, was not 
at all in that spirit, and he trusted never would be. 
The sentiment of the people of Massachusetts 
was in favor of extending our territorial limits and 
legal jurisdiction quite to the shores of the Pacific 
ocean, but within such limits to the north or the 
south as justly pertained tous. He had no doubt 
that when the proper time came, the people of his | 
State would be found to be no laggards nm sucha 
Indeed, it was the genius of the sons of | 
Massachusetts which had aiready secured great 
masses of territory to the jurisdiction of the Uni- 
ted States Government. She had had under this 
two Secretarics of State, both of | 


Plates, 


a pP iy measure. 


oLner 


eause, 


Government 
whom had 

rd | » e | — T 
of them, of her, and of the country at large, 
This was the work of a quarter of a century: it | 
had been powerfully aided by an eminent son of 
Massachusetts near him, his aged and venerable 
colleague, | Mr. Apams. | 
had bee God bless him! 

' “er , . 

ear which had heard the roar of the 


1 in it. 


cuns at Bun- 


ker Hull yet be permitted to listen to the solemn | 


the Pacific surges on the 


boundary of his native land! 


breaking of extreme 


OBE. 


set forth her claims ina manner worthy | 


His head and his genius | 
And might the | 


And micht the eye | 


which had looked upon the smouldering ruins of | 


Charlestown yet behoid the national stripes and 


° . . ° . ' 
stars floating in acknowledged and peaceful juris- 


diction over the whole wide extent of her terri- 


' 
tory. 
But the question now before us was one of a 
very different character: it regarded the acquisition 
of a foreign State, 


eress; it was the acquisition of a foreign Territory, 
and the annexation of a foreign State. There had, 
indeed, been certain proceedings in Texas which 
brought the question again before Congress; but all 
must well recollect the strenuous eliort and the 
stringent arguments put forth at the last Congress 
against the constitutionality of 
It had at that ’ 


sucl 


time been earnestly maintained that 
acquisition and annexation could not be ac- 
complished as was proposed—by a joint resolution 
of the two Houses, to receive the assent of Texas, 
and then to be finally consummated here. It had 
at that time been contended that the National Union 
of our States was in the nature of a copartnership, 
and that the admission of a foreign State as a new 
partner into the firm, required the assent of all the 
States, and of all the people of the States now con- 
stituting the Confederacy. It was insisted that the 


very lowest form in which the object could beaccom- | 


‘This was a matter which could | 
not be done as had been proposed at the last Cone | 


such a proceeding. 


jected by that body. 


Dee. 16, 
plished, if at all, was by the exercise of the sa 
making power, and that all other modes of ats, 
ing it were in palpable Opposition to the Cone , 
tion. In addition to all which, it was stil] fy, 
maintained that such were the relations of M. 
ico and ‘Texas, that it was indispensable, accordin. 
to the laws of nations, that Mexico should become, 
party to such a transaction. Some of these reser, : 
and arguments remained in full force to this da, 
As to the last of them, that in relation to Mexico 
Mir. R. should say nothing, inasmuch as the Hoy 
had been apprized by the President, in his Exeoy, 
tive Message, that a distinguished citizen had | ae 
deputed to Mexico as a commissioner, With f “ 
powers to arrange all difficulty between tha: a 
ernment and our own. And Mr. R. was willinc 
to do nothing which might by possibility embax, 
rass the negotiations of his country with any fir. 
eign power. But as to the questions whether jhe 
annexation of ‘Texas could be made by an exe». 
cise of the treaty power, or by consent of the States 
and of the people of this Union, they were ques. 
tions still open before this country and the wor'd 
It had been held by the Administration which ia 
mediately preceded that now in power, that the 
very lowest mode by which the annexation eon iq 
be effected was by the exercise of the treaty-mo- 
king power; and under this persuasion a ir aty 
had been actually entered into and submitted ip 
the Senate for ratification, but subsequently ; 


ati. 
i 


lier 


se 


y- Then it was that the new 
mode of accomplishing it by thé adoption of a joint 
resolution had been first proposed, and the discove- 
ry had been made that there existed under the Con- 
stitution an additional power in the two Houses, 
which enabled them to agree to the annexation of a 
foreign State to the Union. 

Now, Mr. R. insisted that when the treaty sub- 
mitted by President Tyler to the Senate had been 
rejected, there was an end to all constitutional pro- 
ceedings to accomplish that object, and he held 
that all which had been done subsequently was 
without any constitutional warrant. What had in 
fact been done? A joint resolution of the two 
Elouses had been passed giving the consent of Con- 
gress to the formation by Texas of a State, which 
might at acertain time and under certain condi- 
tions apply for admission as a State into this 
Union. The consent of Congress was thus civen, 
and on the basis of that consent the whole subse- 
quent operadion was to proceed. 
ried to Texas that such a consent had been given, 
and on that mere consent, and nothing more, the 
President made an overture to Texas, apprising 
her that she might, on the conditions stated, make 
her application. Consent, and consent only, was 
the extent of the joint resolution: ‘* Congress doth 
consent,’’&e. And again: * The foregoing con- 
sent having been given,” &e. 


News was care 


Now the question 
arose, whether the Constitution of the United Stvics 
empowered and authorized Congress to give such 
aconsent? That question was before the word; 
it was before Texas, and before all nations; and 
everybody in and out of Texas knew that er 

and strenuous objection was made in Congress 10 
giving such consent, and the constitutional power 
to do so steadfastiy denied. The annunciation of 
this consent went to Texas, and Texas acted on it. 
She took the chances that that consent might be 
changed in its conditions, or wholly withdrawn by 


° » 4 > a ary 
the action of a future Congress; for by the very 
terms of the resolution the transaction was recoc- 


nized as a thing not perfected, but which was (0 
be acted on by the then coming Congress, W! 
Congress was now in session. [Mr. R. here 
quoted the resolution of last Congress. | 

To that final action this Congress was now 1 
voked: it was to review, to confirm, or to reject 
the edict of a former Congress. What was te 
Democratic doctrine in such a case? What had 
heen the doctrine of the fathers of the Consutition: 
That the joint resolution of one Congress mig! 
repealed by another; that the resolutions of 
28th Congress might be rescinded by the 29th, 
as all other laws and acts of that body might be. 






t he 


the 


ust 


If, then, the 28th Congress agreed to receive Texas 
in that mode, they received it subject to repeat ind 
reconsideration by the present Congress, ne an 


amendment was made and additional conditions 
subsequently added, so that the prerogative of "ie 
treaty-making power might, in some degree, be ca 
ried out by the Legislature. es 

Mr. R. said that he knew, indeed, it migh’ 
urged that the people of the United States had al 


t be 





Ii 





1945. 


ready in some sense passed upon this question; 
bat it could not with truth be said that they had 
( ne so in the election of members of the last Con- 
, ‘ond such question in view, unless, indeed, in 
» pecasional elections which had subsequently 
n held to fill vacant seats. 
The question had not been passed upon by the 
neople when that Congress was chosen, nor had it 
seen passed upon im the late Presidential election. 
verypody knew the conilict of warring elements 
bien had resulted in the late election, and facts 
emonstrably proved that a majority of the people 
‘the United States had given their votes against 


electors who had chosen our present Cluef 


Ml For these obvious reasons the elec- 
- could not be considered as any ratification or 
approval of the scheme of annexation, or as con- 
«ring on Congress, by a popular act, the authority 
, admit Texas into the Union. Mr. R. said he 
ould not go into the circumstances of that elec- 
in, for it was very far from his purpose to excite 
« tuuult of party feeling in this House. It should 


oystrate. 


heecause nobody who elected those members | 


o his endeavor to treat the subject in conformity | 


with the rules of the House, and with that decorum 
vhieh became a representative of the people on 
iat floor. 
Mr. R. hid stated, when he rose, that he had 
d no opportunity of examining the details of the 
stitution which had been agreed upon by the 
eople of ‘Texas and submitted by the Executive 
that House; but there were some features in it 
iich stood out in such bold relief that there was 
no possibility of mistaking them. ‘There were 
ords in that constitation which were wholly un- 
iown to the Constitution of the United States. 
here was one article of it which began with a 
estranged to the language of that instrument, 
Was that word in the Constitution of 
United States? ‘There were several provisions 
in the first, second, and third sections of the Texian 
constitution which merited especial notice. 
Amidst all the heat and dust which the Texas 
question had raised in our community, and amidst 
le misrepresentations and intrigues and violent 
elorts to which it had given occasion, there stood 
t one honest feature on the part of owr own 
Government in conducting this affair. An emi- 
nt statesman of South Carolina, who had filled 
ice of Secretary of State, as well as his pre- 
ssor in that office, had unveiled the true mo- 
‘in the whole proceeding. That motive had 
1 admitied by the late lamented Upshur, and 
it stood to this day, as the historical account 
ote true ground why the acquisition of ‘Texas 
had been so vehemently desired. And the same 
ing had been still more distinetly stated by his 
‘essor from South Carolina. And when not 
y this Congress, but this Administration, should 
¢ nave passed away, and this transaction should 
‘to be examined into by an impartial posterity, 
would be found that the leading reason avowed 
the American Secretary of State to the Minis- 


1 ory 
“ slaves, 


‘of Great Britain, in the face of both countries | 


‘of April, 1844, was declared to be to preserve 





antes. There would remain forever the his- 
meat reason given by our own Government for 
annexation of Texas to this Union. It was 
n and the re honestly presented, without dis- 
use. Now, Massachusetts dissented from the 
sure on that very ground: she objected to the 
sation because that had been the purpose in 
ig it, and was likely to prove its actual effect. 


t nr 


over the entire American continent, which Mr. 
- considered as certain as any future event among 
“aman things, there should be coupled with it, in 
“ Yery first step of that progress, the justifica- 
“8 and guaranty of domestic slavery. This was 
““8estion which Mr. R. proposed to discuss with- 
_\Teserve, but with a perfect rerard to decorum, 
“| i & Manner to which he hoped no one could 
“ ne exception. 
‘le considered the country as now standing on 
_,. Yerge and first commencement of a_ policy 
» ‘1 Was hereafter to govern our councils, and 
_. come emphatically the American policy, and 
«vt Was to connect the territories of this entire 
rnaat into one consolidated body, and consti- 
..” “em the United States of North America. 
~ ener or jater, fairly or unfairly, he believed that 


of the world, in a diplomatic note dated the || 


‘ie question now presented was, whether, in | 
zress of our Constitution and political sys- | 


such would be our destiny. The process was now 
begun. We were now about to add a vast territory 


to our national jurisdiction, It was said to be one of 


the fairest regions of the habitable earth—fertle in 
soil, mild and geental in climate, and rich and va- 
rious in all the productions of nature. And the 
question came up whether we should extend and 
guaranty to such a region the institution of do- 
mestic slavery. 

Admit that all the proceedings for the admission 
of ‘Texas had been perfectly right and constitution- 
al; admit that no objection had ever been made to 


them; and admit still further, that the people of 


the United States were held and sacredly bound by 
the propositions which had been made to the pe o- 
ple of ‘Texas,—still it would not follow that we 
were bound to recognise slavery in that rich and 
beautiful territory which now asked to be admitted 
as a sister State into this Union. Mr. R. need 
not say that, in the resolution passed at the last 
Congress, through so many struggles and contests 
and agonies, no such condition was understood to 
exist. Assuredly, none of those who had with 
so much reluctance given their assent to that reso- 
ution understood it to mean any such thing. 


| What was the letter of that joint resolution? In 


the first place, it prescribed the due adjustment of 


boundary, and in the third paragraph of the sec- 
ond section it declared that new States, not more 
than four, in addition to the State of Texas, might 
be formed out of her present territory, and, when 
so formed, should be entitled to admission into the 
United States; and that, with regard to such of 
these as should be constituted south of the line of 
36° 30’, they micht be admitted with or without 
the institution of slavery, just as the people of such 
States should desire; but that in all States north 
of that line slavery should be forever prohibited. 
Now, what was it that the State of Texas, in the 
constitution she submitted, asked of the United 
ates? Was it that one of four States constituted 
out of her territory should be admitted? Or that 
one of the States south of the line of 36° 30’ should 
be admitted? No: it was that a State should be 
admitted which extended on both sides of that line, 
and yet whose Legislature should forever be pro- 
hibited from emancipating a slave. Was this in 
conformity with the joint resolution of last year? 
Obviously not. Had the provision in respect to 
the line commonly known as the Missour: com- 
promise line, been at all complied with, or in the 
least revarded? Far from it. Throughout the 
whole State, whether lying north or south of that 
line, slavery was constitutionally admitted to exist, 
and its perpetuation ceuarantied. So far from al- 
lowing even a choice on the subject only to the 


States lying south of the line, slavery was estab- 


| lished by the constitution throughout, and the very 


letter of that instrument which gentlemen were 
driving through this House with such intemperate 
hasie, was in direct and open conflict with the stip- 
ulations of the very resolution on which the ad- 


| mission of Texas was contended for. 


Mr. R. had a richt to take any exceptions which 
appeared to him proper to this constitution of 


| Texas, and he objected to that feature as a reason 
‘rlam domestic institution under the requisite || 


why it should not be received. It was not his 
purpose to speak in reference to any particular 
class of States in this Union, nor to cast any re- 
flections upon the people of any portion of his own 
beloved country; but he would appeal to all men 
to say whether the fairest portions of the earth in 
which the institution of domestic slavery was found, 
had come up to that degree of prosperity and so- 
cial happiness which God, by his abundant gifts, 
manifestly intended them to attain. Let gentle- 
men take the whole history of the worid—let 
them search the records of every civilized nation— 
and they must admit that, wherever a place was 
found for domestic slavery, there was a place for 
evil. On the contrary, where it was shut out, 
there was found the hizhest state of civilized man ; 
there was the createsi amount of labor, and labor’s 
richest reward, and there the greatest opportuni- 
ties and the freest play were afforded to moral 
principles and all right views. There were regions 
of the earth where this incubus had lone existed: 


'eould they once be divesied of so great a social 


evil, their property would soon double and quad- 
ruple itself, and all the resources of public and of 
private happiness would be augmented in a still 


greater proportion. This the people of Massa- | 


chnsetts confidently believed ; and when they were 
asked to admit Texas into the Union, they never 
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could consent to do it but under a protest against 
the perpetuation of slavery as an evil, destructive 
to the "They never 
could consent to see it extended universally over 
the soil of North America, and they therefore 
must resist the first step in such a process, Mir. 
R. was not going to say anything against the 
Southern States of this Union. ‘There slavery had 
been mherited : 


best int¢rests of our race. 


it was their own affair; theirs to 
manage and to control as they bestmight. But in 
this resolution gentlemen asked of him to vote 
directly to establish slavery in a territory which 
but a little time since was’a land of freedom: the y 
asked him to expel this fair and fertile region from 
the area of treedom, and place it in the area of 
slavery; and, not only se, but forever to deprive 
its Levislature of all power to alter, in this respect, 
its future condition. 

Mr. R. said he was aware that any objections 
coming from his quarter of the country were @X- 
posed to the danger of being viewed in a different 
light from those which might be urged from else- 
where; and a member had tavored the House by 
reading an advertisement published in 1741, ina 
newspaper published in Boston, in regard to the 
sale of certain slaves there. Mr. R. was happy 
that the gentleman had done so, beeause it afforded 
him an Opportunity to vindicate the character of 
his State, which had never, since the era of the 
adoption of our Constitution, had upon her 
ments this foul stain, 


ure 
tie would refer that ventle- 
man, or any other who felt an interest on the sub- 
ject, to one of the most authentic historical works 
noW extant, on the subject of colonial slavery in 
Massachusetts. [He here quoted from Graham's 
Colonial tlistory of the United States, in which it 
was stated that while there had been fourteen thou- 
sand slaves in Georgia and six thousand in South 
Carolina, there were very few in all New England. 
That, under the administrations of Governor Bar- 
nard and Governor Hutchinson, bills had been 
introduced in the Massachuss tts Legislatur pro- 
hibitine the toleration of slavery in the Common- 
wealth, but they had been vetoed by British Gov- 
ernors.}| ‘Thus, acts which had been lauded to the 
skies when done in Pennsylvania, had been passed 
over without notice or praise when done in the old 
colony of Massachusetts Bay. Tere, at last, the 
history of colonial slavery in Massachusetts had 
been put upon its right foundation. In 1773, the 


action of four successive Assemblies in that Stat 


a 
\ 


had received the executive veto ofa Prititish ruler. 
‘This was a little while before the same thine had 
been done by the Quakers in Pennsylvania: and 
if in this Massachusetts had been somewhat before 
hand with them, he hoped they would now make 
up for it by aiding her heartily on this oecasion. 
Tiere gentlemen could see what had been the 
ment of Massachusetts on this 
from the oldest times. She had made every prac- 
ticable etfort to rid herself of this in 


if 


matter of slavery 


titution, and 
they could now see how all her « 


Torts had been 
foiled. 


She now found herself, thouch cast on one 
of the most arid and naked soils upon this econti- 


her people not 
only, but to send forth from her bosom thou- 
sands and tens of thousands who had subdued and 
cultivated the fertile recions of the West, and who 
were ready to do so still. He would like to have 
eentlemen, who seemed fond of using hieh-sound- 


ine words in debating this 


. ae — 
hent, able to £oO tor ward, to sustain 


and kindred questions, 
who talked so eloquently about ** ocean-bound 
Republics,’’ to let us know what means we pos- 
sessed and what measures we must pursue in order 
to carry out the grand conceptions they were so 
fond of indulging. 

A railroad had been projected to extend from the 
Mississippi river across the continent to the mouth 
of the Columbia. When that magnificent project 
should be realized, it would doubtiess be accom- 
panied by Morse’s mi: 


wgnetic wires, by which 
nitted in a moment from 
one ocean’s border to the other. When meas- 
ures like these should be taken in hand, measures 
corresponding with the vigor of her own great 
ideas, they would find the capital, the spirit, and 
the genius of Massachusetts, with the country;ay, 
and in advance of the country whenever the ex- 
tension of our jurisdiction should be put upon the 
right footing. And she observed with satisfac- 
tion, from the combined action of those who had 
crossed the Rocky mountains, and were establish- 
ing themselves in the distant regions beyond, that 
they frowned on the admission of slavery among 
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them, and prohibited its existence on that unpol- 


luted s il to the utmost extent of theu ability. 
Could such a prohibition but be extended to other 


portions of our territory where the climate and 


the soil were of a more cental character, how soon 


vo d the ot tactics wil ich now ke nt back the po- 
ulation and tnprovement of some of the fairest 

ortions of our national inheritance cease, and for- 
q\ r caer to an end, 


| well that speaking on this sub- 


’ 
i 


Vir. KR. knew 


fu 
ect could be of no pos 


sible advantage, so far as 
jlouse w immediately concerned; but it had 
s to which he 


tever bow with deference, to press Opposition 


no reqaured of ium, from soures 


and in doing so he did but come 
Many of 
{ recarded the extension of do 


vith the dietates of his own heart. 


very @8 a freat national sin, an offence 


t it Gaod without whose favor no nation 
mild ever become perma rently prosperous or 
j my. hey viewed it as direc Ly Oppo ed to the 
dictates of divine truth, and they held that, if 
it; dnoty it to the utmost of their power, 
ey would eX} e themselves to neur a portion 
of that divine displeasure and chasti ement which 
evel tie ided nattay il LTANS’TESSIONS, ‘They de- 
red to be heard in this House this day; and 
therefore it wa hat Mr. R. had sought the floor 
thie ol n of their wall. 
Phis Texas slavery question was a new ques- 
tion, nov tor the fir tile pre ented to the cone 
enees of men. As one called to represent, in 
the people of his own ancient Commonwealth, 
hem L ejite his soles nye St i unst the ex- 
tension of very, as an evil directed against the 
i bites of his country: as muilitating di- 
inst its pr sperity and freedom, and 
carken hat national character which she ought 
hold up to all nations and ages of the world; as 
being in opposition to the Constitution which had 
preserved us hitherto in concord; as against the 
principles of the fathers of the Re public, who liv- 
ad they Ives in slaveho!dine States, who would 
ive ived us, af they « yuld, trom so great an evil, 
i who openly confessed that they trembled for 
their couutry when the y remem ered that God is 
J . 
ie had not desired to occupy the time of the 
liouse unnece wily, and had ventured to present 


himself to its indulgence only because he held the 
measure about this day to be consummated as a 
wre upon his ecuntry and an evil in the sight 
of our God. ; 

he relinquished the floor it had been his 


Before 
wish to offer an amendment to the resolutions, 

The CHAIR apprized Mr. Rockwe t that, the 

evious question having been ordered, no amend- 
hn would now be in order. 

Vir, ROCK WELL said that he would then just 
ite the object he wished to attain: and he would 
uftitain an ther form. bik now nic ved to recom- 
jot resolutions to the Committee on ‘Ter- 
s, with instructions to re portan amendment, 

ti WS: 

Provided, That within the State by this resolu- 
tion admitted into the Union, slavery or involun- 
tary servitude (except for crime) shail be prohibit- 
id all the provisions of the said constitution 
nsistent with this proviso shall be null and 


\ir. DOUGLASS inquired of the Speaker what 


would be the eilect of the demand for the previous 
tron? 

The SPEAKER having at first decided that 
the resolutions would bring the House to a direct 


vote on the resolutions, changed his decision, and 


declared that the eflect would be to bring the Louse 


a vote on the motion to recommit with instruc- 


‘his decision led to a general desultory discus- 
mm on the point of order, (of no public interest;) 
the gene ral course of the decisions in late years 
ing been, that the previous question would cut 

off the motion to recommit with instructions, and 


would bring the House to a direct vote on the pas- 


f the resolution. 

Mr. DOUGLASS (under an obvious misappre- 
ension of the decision of the Speaker) demanded 
the previous question, 

Mr. TIBB \T US appe aled from the decision of 
the Chair. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE moved that there be a call 
of the House: which was refused. 

Mr. 'TIBBATTS withdrew his appeal for the 


1 


present, expressing the intention to renew it after 


the previous question should have been ordered, if 


the Chair persisted in its decision. 

And the question on the demand for the pre- 
vious question was then taken, and decided in the 
affirmative; ayes 96, noes 47. 

So there was a second, 

And the question then was, * Shall the main 
question be now taken?’ 

Mr. JONES, of ‘Tennessee, I now submit to 
the Chair that the maim question will be, not on 
the motion to recommit with instructions, but on 
the passage of the resolution, 

Nir. C. J. INGERSOLL. I rise toask what the 
Pita que Suion ist 

The SVEIAICER reiterated his decision, that the 
main question would be on the motion to recom- 
nut with tstructionus, 

Mr. JONES appealed from the decision. 

Home conversauion tollowed, which the SPEAKER 
arrested as speedily as possible, on the ground that 
(the previous quesuon having been seconded) all 
discussion was out of order. 

ihe question on the appeal was, by general con- 
sent, held in abeyance for a few moments, whilst 
the quesuon on ordering the main quesuon was 
first taken. 

And the House decided that the main question 
should now be taken. 

Whereupon the question recurred on the appeal. 

Mr. CHAPMAN asked the yeas and nays, 
which were refused. 

Much anxiety was manifested in several quar- 
ters to have certain rules, &c., read; but ali these 
things being now out of order, were reiused. 

Mr. GORDON moved that the House do now 
adjourn. 

Mr. JONES demanded the yeas and nays, but 
withdrew the demand, 

Aad the question being taken, the vote stood, 


yeas is, hays oo. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

And the question again recurred on the appeal; 
and beimg taken by tellers, resulted as follows: 
yeas 2:2, nays 44 

So the decision of the Chair was affirmed. 

\ motion to adjourn was again made and re- 
jected, 

Mr. THOMPSON desired to be informed whe- 
ther the previous question would exhaust itself 
on the motion to recommit with instructions? 

The SPEAKER. It will, in the opinion of the 
Chair, and will have to be renewed before it can 
operate on the passage of thie bill. 

‘¥he yeas and nays were then ordered on the 
main question, 

Mr. CULLOM rose’and said that he had voted 
on the recent appeal to sustain the decision of the 
Chair, but a little reflection had satisfied him that 
he was wrong; and he accordingly moved to re- 
vote by which the decision of the 
Chair had been affirmed. 

Mr. MecDOWELL, Mr. ROCKWELL, Mr. 
VANCE, and others, severally demanded the yeas 
and nays on the motion to reconsider; which 
were ordered. 

Mr. CULLOM asked leave to assign his rea- 
sons for the change of opinion which his motion 
indicated. 

‘The SPEAKER said it would not bein order 
except by general consent. 

Mr. CULLOM asked it. 

But the House would not crant it. 

Mr. THOMAS SMITH was about (as the re- 
porter understood) to cite a precedent; but ob- 
jection was made. 


consider the 


Mr. HENLEY moved that the House adjourn; 


which motion was again rejected. 


And the question, Will the House reconsider 


the vote by which the decision of the Chair was 


affirmed? was then taken, and decided in the af- 


firmative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Atkinson, Barrin- 
ger, Bayly, Bedinger, Biggs, James Black, James 
A. Black, Bowlin, Boyd, Brodhead, William G. 
Brown, Burt, Cabell, Catheart, Augustus A. Chap- 
man, Reuben Chapman, Chipman, Clarke, Cobb, 
Cocke, Constable, Crozier, Cullom, Cunningham, 
Jefferson Davis, Dillingham, Dobbin, Douglass, 
Dromgoole, Dunlap, Edsall, Erdman, Faran, Fick- 
lin, Koster, Fries, Giles, Goodyear, Graham, 
Hamlin, Haralson, Hilliard, Hoge, Hopkins, G. 


S. Houston, Edmund W. Hubard, Hunter, C. J. || 


Ingersoll, James H. Johnson, J. Johnson, Andrew 
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, Stephen Adams, Arnold, Ashmuu, Baker, Be; 


te lt sees esgesteses-seeetierashinenentestesten 





Johnson, George W. Jones, Seaborn Jong s, Th : 
B. King, Leake, Lumpkin, MeClelland, Mec. 
nell, MeCrate, McDowell, McKay, John P. Mar 
tin, B. Martin, Morris, Moulton, Norris, Parieh, 
Payne, Perrill, Price, Rathbun, Reid, Reig Rit 
ter, Roberts, Russell, Sawtelle, Seddon, A D. 
Sins, Leonard H. Simms, Simpson, Stanton Ste. 
phens, Strong, Sykes, Thibodeaux, Thomasson 
James ‘Thompson, Jacob ‘Thompson, Thurman, 
‘Tibbatts, Treadway, Wick, Williams, Wilm ; 
Woodward, Yancey, and Ycll—99, 
NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, John Quiney Ad 


t 
Ol, 


ams, 
Blanchard, Brinkerhoff, Milton Brown, Buf 
ton, W. W. Campbell, John H. Campbell, John 
G, Chapman, Collamer, Collin, Cranston, Culver 
Cummins, Daniel, Darragh, Delano, De Mot’ 
Dixon, Dockery, Ellsworth, Ewing, Garvin, Gid. 
dings, Gordon, Grider, Grinnell, Grover, Hamip- 
ton, Harper, Henley, Herrick, Elias B. Holmes 
Hough, John W. Houston, Samuel D. Hubbard 
Hudson, Hungerford, Washington Hunt, James 
B. Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Jenkins, Daniel P 
King, Preston King, Lawrence, Leib, Lewis, om 
vin, Maclay, McClean, MeClernand, McGaughey 
McHenry, Mellvaine, Marsh, Miller, Niven, Ow. 
en, Pendleton, Pettit, Pollock, Ramsey, Jul ys 
Rockwell, J. A. Rockwell, Root, Runk, Schen»} 5 
Seaman, Severance, Truman Smith, Albert § pir! : 
Caleb B. Smith, Robert Smith, Stewart, St. John, 
Strohm, Benjamin Thompson, Tilden, Trumbo, 
Vance, Vinton, Wentworth, Wheaton, White. 
Winthrop, Wood, Woodruff, and Young—93, 

So the vete was reconsidered. 

Whereupon the question again recurred, “ Shall 
the decision of the Chair stand as the judgment of 


| the House ?’’ 


Messrs. PRICE and BRODHEAD ealled for 
the yeas and nays, which were refused. 

And the question being taken, the House re- 
versed the decision of the Chair. 

So it was decided by the House that the main 
question would not be on the motion to re-commit 
with instructions, but on the final passage of the 


joint resolution. 


And the question, therefore, being, ‘Shall this 


joint resolution pass ?”’ 


Mr. SCHENCK asked for the yeas and nays, 
(which were subsequently ordered. ) : 

Mr. 8. also asked to be excused from voting. 
He wished to state that he had discovered in the 
resolution what seemed to him to be a manifest 
error—which had probably crept in by inadver- 
tence—a gross breach of the Constitution—— 

| Loud cries to — 

Mr. 8S. proceeded. A gross breach of the Con- 


| stitution, which made it necessary for him to ask 


to be excused from voting. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL rose to a question of 
order. 

Mr. SCHENCK. A member, in asking to be 
excused from voting, is authorized by the rule to 
give his reasons verbally and briefly. 

Mr. C.J. INGERSOLL. I desire, for my own 
government, to ask a question of the Chair: 
Must not these reasons, according to all Parlia- 
mentary practice, and all usage of this House, be 
strictly personal? ; 

The SPEAKER repeated the requisitions of the 
rule. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I am bound to believe that 
this error of which I speak has crept in by some 
inadvertence. And I do not wish to give my vole 
on a bill, or resolution, containing so gross an error 
in relation to the rights of any portion of the 
country. 

Mr. BAYLY. I call the gentleman to order. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Will the gentleman state 
what his point of order is? 

Mr. BAYLY. The reasons which the gentle- 
man is assigning for being excused from voting, 
apply, not as the rule requires, to personal consid- 
erations, but to the impropriety of the measure 
itself. If the ground he has assumed be true, his 
proper course is, not to be excused from voting, but 
to vote against the resolution; and his obvious inten- 
tion is to discuss the question, after the previous 


| question has been ordered, and when no diseus- 


sion is in order. : : 
‘The SPEAKER said, that it would be imposst- 
ble, in all cases, for the Chair to confine a memer 
strictly to reasons of a personal character. The 
rule was in the following words: 
‘* All motions to excuse a member from voting 
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